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Executive Director Audrey Chapuis and Chairman of the Board of Trustees Forrest Alogna.
Photo © Krystal Kenney



ANNUAL REPORT 2023

WELCOME

Dear members of the American Library in Paris,

In this Annual Report, you will find a summary

of our activities in 2023—a year full of fresh
offerings, expanded programming, and new
partnerships. For example, last year we launched
our now-popular weekly History Tour, which

is both a celebration of our storied past as

well as a platform to showcase recent archival
discoveries made by librarians, docents,

and researchers. We welcomed memorable
speakers, from Gala honoree Andrew Sean
Greer to the winner of our eleventh annual Book
Award, Katherine J. Chen; from Visiting Fellow
Kate Kirkpatrick to Scholar of Note Lauren Oyler.
And we broadened our programmatic scope to
include interdisciplinary explorations of film, art,
and music alongside our literary events.

Our institutional partners, outlined on pages 17
and 23, were crucial in extending the Library’s
reach and building upon our community
engagement efforts. Our collaborations took
many forms, from local speaker series such as
Entre Nous with Columbia Global Centers and
the Institute for Ideas and Imagination and even
farther afield, with the International Library
series with the Center for Fiction in Brooklyn,
and more. We also worked closely with partner
schools in the Young Authors Fiction Festival

Sincerely,

2 DesiOp

FORREST ALOGNA
Chairman of the Board of Trustees

AUDREY CHAPUIS
Executive Director

(page 25), which drew over one thousand
submissions from students throughout France.
In 2023 our membership continued to flourish,
with readers from over one hundred countries
joining the Library to find community, indulge

in our rich collections, and enjoy the solace of
our spaces for quiet study, research, and writing.
Dive into a detailed analysis of our members'
engagement with the Library and our print and
digital resources on pages 32-33.

Our expanding initiatives are made possible

by the generosity and dedication of the
community: our grant-makers, individual donors,
staff, members, partners, and volunteers. Your
contributions—from underwriting our beloved
programs to volunteering your time—are
fundamental to making the Library what it is: the
welcoming home for the thoughtful and curious
of Paris and beyond. Your support is celebrated
throughout this report, with special highlights on
pages 35-41.

On behalf of the Board of Trustees and the
entire Library team, we extend our deepest
gratitude for your engagement and enthusiasm.
Thank you for propelling us forward into an
exciting future.

7
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2023 GALA

On 1 June 2023, more than 230 friends gathered at the an American library; and writer Rachid Santaki brought us all
Automobile Club de France to celebrate honoree Andrew back to our school days with a French dictée.
Sean Greer and to support the American Library in Paris.

The Library’s most important fundraiser of the year was a
Pulitzer Prize winner Greer shared his hilarious and astute resounding success thanks to the exceptional generosity of
observations on being a "United Statesian" abroad; Visiting our Gala table sponsors, speakers, ticket buyers, and donors.
Fellow Kate Kirkpatrick described the special atmosphere of

2023 GALA SPONSORS

Abacus Books

Forrest Alogna and Sandrine Poisson
Bertrand and Naima Cardi

Domaine des Coeuriots

Jeanne and Peter Fellowes

Steven and Barbara Gerber

Clydette and Charles de Groot

Lise Hartman de Fouchier

Jade Vu Henry and Fabrice Henry
Julien Horn and Anne Mény-Horn
Rob and Sherry Johnson

Heather and Robert Keane

William and Maria Kelly

Little, Brown and Company

Ashley Maddox

Ishtar Méjanes

Luis Roth and Jennifer Dalrymple
Edward and Mary Lee Turner

Laura Wenke and Alexander Marquardt

Gala Honoree Andrew Sean Greer.
Photo © Krystal Kenney
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“A writer living abroad...youre on your toes. You
can’t take anything for granted. The American
magical thinking of our place in the universe
i1s undone by ancient counterspells.... What you
thoughtwas the truth turns out to be an opinion....”

Andrew Sean Greer at the 2023 Gala
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2023 GALA

Jade Vu Henry and Fabrice Henry Gala Honoree Andrew Sean Greer Heather Keane

Emilie Biggs, Frederic Weissler, Jeanne and Peter Fellowes Rachid Santaki
and Jason Hazard

Henley Johnson and Audrey Chapuis Diane Johnson and Ishtar Méjanés Laura Wenke

Photos © Krystal Kenney
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Melanie Bialis and Mary Lee Turner Steven and Barbara Gerber William Kelly, Barbara and
Miguel de Braganca, and Barbara Diggs

Yixuan (Sarah) Qu Sandra Cabrera and Gala Honoree Chairman of the Board of Trustees
Andrew Sean Greer Forrest Alogna

Deputy Chief of Mission to the Michael Chabon Emilio Williams
U.S. Embassy David McCawley



(I-r) Executive Director Audrey Chapuis, 2023 Book Award Winner Katherine J. Chen, Chairman of the Board of Trustees
Forrest Alogna, and Counselor for Cultural Affairs of the U.S. Embassy Michael Turner. Photo © Krystal Kenney

THE AMERICAN
LIBRARY IN PARIS
BOOK AWARD

THE 2023 JURY

Lauren Groff (chair), writer
Doan Bui, writer and journalist
Sudhir Hazareesingh, historian and writer

Katherine J. Chen accepted the 2023 prize for Joan:
A Novel at the eleventh annual American Library in Paris
Book Award Ceremony on 9 November 2023.

Joan is an exceptional work of historical fiction that
transforms the legendary Joan of Arc into a flesh-and-
blood young woman: reckless, steel-willed, and brilliant.
The novel is a sweeping narrative of Joan's life, from a
childhood steeped in both joy and violence to her meteoric
rise to fame at the head of the French army, where she
navigated both the dangers of the battlefield and the
equally treacherous politics of the royal court.

Chen is also the author of Mary B, a retelling of Pride and
Prejudice from the perspective of the middle sister, which

was released in 2018 to high critical praise. Her work has
been published in the New York Times, the Los Angeles
Review of Books, Literary Hub, and the historical fiction
anthology Stories from Suffragette City.

She received her MFA from Boston University, where she
was a senior teaching fellow and awarded the Florence
Engel Randall Fiction Prize, and is now working towards a
PhD in English at Brown University.

The winner was announced by jury member Doan Bui
before an audience of Library supporters at the George C.
Marshall Center in the Hotel de Talleyrand on the place de
la Concorde.
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“Congratulations to Katherine Chen for Joan, winner of the eleventh
annual American Library in Paris Book Award. The book is a fierce
fictional retelling of the life of Joan of Arc. Deeply researched and fully
imagined, Joan manages to subvert the old, dusty narratives about
the ardent virgin warrior from Domrémy in eastern France, and
creates a flawed, complicated, and compelling heroine for our age.”

The 2023 Book Award Jury on Joan: A Novel

a title originally published in English that best realizes
new and intellectually significant ideas about France,
the French people, or encounters with French culture.

T he American Library’s $5,000 literary prize is given to

The Advisory Screening Panel, chaired by Rachel Donadio,
the award's administrator, selected the longlist and the
shortlist from sixty-three submissions. The jury chose the
winning book. Thank you to our screeners: Abigail Altman,
Summer Brennan, Will Mountain Cox, Barbara Diggs, Mike
Duffy, Jeanne Fellowes, Claire Hargreaves, Aimee Kelley,
Adele Kudish, Alec Lobrano, Brian Manning, Ann Morrison,
and Usha Viswanathan.

THE 2023 SHORTLIST

#You Know You're Black in France When...:
The Fact of Everyday Antiblackness
by Trica Keaton (MIT Press)

Americans in Paris: Artists Working in Postwar
France, 1946-1962 by Lynn Gumpert and Debra
Bricker Balken, eds. (Grey Art Gallery, New York
University, and Hirmer Publishers)

The Curse of the Marquis de Sade: A Notorious
Scoundrel, a Mythical Manuscript, and the Biggest
Scandal in Literary History by Joel Warner (Crown)

France on Trial: The Case of Marshal Pétain by Julian
Jackson (Allen Lane UK / Belknap Press USA)

Joan: A Novel by Katherine J. Chen (Random House
USA / Hodder & Stoughton UK)

A special thank you to the U.S. Embassy, France and
Counselor for Cultural Affairs Michael Turner for hosting the
ceremony. Thanks also to Random House US for donating
copies of the winning title.

The Library is grateful to the prize's generous Patrons: Judith
Aubry, Mary Duncan, Jeanne and Peter Fellowes, Clydette
de Groot, Suzanne G. Justen, and Usha Viswanathan.

The Book Award is supported by a grant from the Florence
Gould Foundation, which will sustain the Book Award for
many years to come.

2023 LONGLIST

(Includes the shortlisted titles)

Barnave: The Revolutionary Who Lost His Head for
Marie-Antoinette by John Hardman (Yale
University Press)

The French Resistance and Its Legacy by Rod Kedward
(Bloomsbury Academic)

Kiki Man Ray: Art, Love, and Rivalry in 1920s Paris by
Mark Braude (W. W. Norton & Company USA / Two
Roads UK)

Paris and her Cathedrals by R. Howard Bloch Liveright)
Unmaking Sex: The Gender Outlaws of Nineteenth-

Century France by Anne E. Linton (Cambridge
University Press)
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HISTORY TOURS

-

27 TOURS IN 2023
44() ATTENDEES

-

b

Library docent Mayanne Wright leading a History Tour. Photos © Alfonso Sjogreen

In April 2023 the Library launched a brand-new
initiative to honor our 103 years of service in
Paris. These docent-led Friday morning talks
are free, open to the public, and offer a one-
hour deep dive into the Library’s archives.

We delve into our origins, when our Library
grew out of a collection of books donated to
the Doughboys fighting alongside Allied troops
in WWI; share the ground-breaking innovations
brought to France by American librarians in

the 1920s through the Paris Library School;

and discover the dramatic true stories of the
heroic librarians who kept the Library open
during WWII. We reveal discoveries from recent
sleuthing in the archives and uncover mysteries
surrounding some of our most intriguing

past employees.

Our 2023 History Tours were led by docent
Mayanne Wright, a longtime educator, writer,
and volunteer researcher in the Library’s
institutional archives.
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The American Library in Paris Book Award
1 5 led by Connie Scuderi

The Art of Reading
BOOK GROUPS led by Precious Brown

The Art of Writing

led by Precious Brown

1 2 Prize-Winning American and British Plays
led by Hilary Kaiser

TOTAL BOOK GROUP MEETINGS Explorations at the Limits of our Knowledge
(ONLINE AND IN PERSON) led by Maury Lanman and Laurie Calvet

French and American Encounters
led by Sharon Golec

Strangers in a Strange Land
led by Mary Harries Magnusson and Gulseren Kozak-Isik

Photo © Krystal Kenney Mystery Book Group
led by Maureen Paget

Memoir Book Group
led by Clydette de Groot and Leslie de Galbert

Contemporary French Fiction
led by Helen Stanton

Tackling Proust
led by Morgan Evan Thomas

Queer Womanhood: Fiction and Memoir
led by Madison Haussy

Russia: A Look at Its History
led by Elizabeth Wintersteen Moussier
and Pamela Combastet

Writing the Impasse: Capitalism and Narrative
led by Taylor Mitchell

A Morbid Longing for the Picturesque:

The Promises and Pitfalls of Dark Academia
led by Benjamin Cain
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VISITING FELLOWS AND
SCHOLARS OF NOTE

Following a competitive application cycle, five brilliant thinkers were selected as 2023-2024 Visiting Fellows and Scholars of
Note. Visiting Fellows receive a $5,000 stipend. While in Paris they present programs and workshops at the Library, meet the
community, and work on a creative project.

ADAM SHATZ

Shatz is the US editor of the London Review of Books and a
contributor to the New York Review of Books, the New York Times
Magazine, the New Yorker, and other publications. He is the author
of Writers and Missionaries: Essays on the Radical Imagination and
The Rebel's Clinic: The Revolutionary Lives of Frantz Fanon.

A Visiting Professor at Bard College, Shatz is the host of a podcast,
Myself with Others.

During his Fellowship, and as part of a study-in-progress of avant-
garde jazz and Black creative music from the second half of the 20t
century to the present, Shatz will be investigating the cultural and
aesthetic exchanges that Paris made possible, and which helped to
transform the work of expatriate jazz musicians.

CHRISTIAN CAMPBELL

Campbell is the author of the acclaimed poetry collection Running
the Dusk. He studied at Balliol College, Oxford as a Rhodes Scholar,
and his work has been featured and reviewed in the New York Times,
the Guardian, Small Axe, the Financial Times, and elsewhere. He is
currently a Practitioner Fellow at the Center for the Study of Race and
Ethnicity in America at Brown University.

At the Library Campbell will work on a new book that reimagines
the life and work of the Haitian artist Louis Rigaud, who painted
fifteen portraits of 19" century Haitian leaders, including Toussaint
Louverture. Campbell hopes to show what the archive often cannot:
the humanity and interior lives of those who lived through and drove

Christian Campbell. Photo © Toni McCrae the Haitian Revolution.

The Visiting Fellowship and the Scholar of Note
program are made possible thanks to the generous
support of The de Groot Foundation.

In response to the high number of outstanding candidates for the Visiting Fellowship program, the Selection
Committee created the Scholar of Note distinction in 2022 to acknowledge particularly exceptional applicants.
Our 2023-2024 Scholars of Note are Vanessa Onwuemezi, Lauren Oyler, and Tess Lewis.
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SPECIAL PROGRAMMING
& PARTNERS

In 2023 the Library enriched its programming through
partnerships with distinguished cultural and academic
institutions and scholars, including many esteemed
French organizations:

Critical Conversations, the Library's expert-led discussion
series, has tackled race in America, the climate crisis, and
migration since its inception in 2020. From November
2022 through July 2023, we welcomed Jonathan Simons,
founding editor of offline publishing house Analog Sea, who
led a nine-session conversation about disconnecting from
technology while remaining connected to our world and
ourselves. In November 2023 political science expert

Dr. Lex Paulson and collective intelligence scholar

Prof. Mark Klein launched a series on democracy, including
its science, psychology, philosophy, complex history, and
many possible futures.

The Dial is a new online magazine of culture, politics, and
ideas featuring writers from around the world. Editor-in-
Chief Madeleine Schwartz appeared in conversation with
fellow journalists and led journalism masterclasses.

Ecologues, a series of interactive webinars on the climate
crisis, was presented in partnership with News Decoder, the
Climate Academy at the European School of Brussels, and
The Writing's on the Wall (WoW).

Entre Nous, organized with Columbia Global Centers |
Paris and the Institute for Ideas & Imagination, introduced

COLUMBIA GLOBAL CENTERS

THE+

me(Center

N EWS DECODER
- ««Fiction

A global o

SMITH
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OPERA
COMIC)UE

CLIMAT=

ACAD=MY

Library audiences to Columbia University-affiliated writers
and thinkers.

The International Library series was presented with the
Center for Fiction in Brooklyn and the Center for the

Art of Translation in San Francisco. Our institutions took
turns hosting authors and translators at live events in Paris,
Brooklyn, and San Francisco.

mk2 Bibliotheque partnered with the Library in 2023 to
host playwright, performer, and activist V (formerly Eve
Ensler), author of The Vagina Monologues.

The Opéra Comique joined us in May 2023 to present Royce
Vavrek and Missy Mazzoli, the award-winning librettist and
composer of Breaking the Waves, an opera based on Lars
Von Trier's 1996 film.

The Overseas Press Club joined the Library to present
regular panels on current events with journalists on the
cutting edge of their profession. Speakers shared expert
perspectives and debated different stances on topics such
as social justice and upcoming elections.

Smith&Son and the Library began partnering in 2023 to
offer books by select upcoming speakers for purchase at the
Library. Copies are available at the Member Services desk
throughout the week before a designated event, and during
the event itself.

Institute for
Ideas & Imagination
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PROGRAMMING

FOR ADULTS

In 2023 our Evenings with an Author sponsored by GRoW
@ Annenberg programming series continued to present
thoughtfully curated, meaningful conversations across
disciplines, genres, and perspectives.

At our first event of 2023, we welcomed celebrated
novelist Natasha Brown, who discussed race, gender,
sexuality, and class in today's society. We considered

how prose, poetry, and cinema can confront social issues
during our events with writers Jean d’Amérique, Toni Ann
Johnson, and Deesha Philyaw. In February, a discussion
with Bibliotheque nationale de France president Laurence
Engel pushed us to consider the role of the library in
contemporary France and beyond. In further spring season
events, we explored philosophy and feminism with Visiting
Fellow Kate Kirkpatrick, new frontiers in psychoanalysis
with Adam Phillips, the age of information with Bruno
Patino, and the writing life with Jami Attenberg.

In the fall we celebrated the Rentrée with a dynamic
range of writers questioning what it means to be present
in the world around us. Innovations and collaborations

in technology, the arts, fiction, translation, and poetry
shared the stage with the most pressing questions of our
time, such as global politics, human rights, the climate
crisis, and the attention economy. Our diverse speakers
included pioneers in fiction and non-fiction such as Maria
Stepanova, Lauren Oyler, Kirstin Chen, and Lauren Elkin;
prominent journalists including Simon Kuper, Rokhaya
Diallo, and New York Times Paris Bureau Chief Roger
Cohen; Emmy Award-winning actor and writer B.J.
Novak; cinematic legend Frederick Wiseman; and the
iconic V (formerly Eve Ensler). The uniting thread of the
2023 programming season: art’s capacity to reveal new
perspectives and give voice to the age we live in.

Scholar of Note Lauren Oyler on 15 November 2023.
Photo © Alfonso Sjogreen

120

TOTAL EVENTS (OFFSITE AND IN
THE LIBRARY)

4,864

TOTAL EVENT ATTENDEES (ONLINE
AND IN-PERSON)
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(I-r) Writer and actor B.J. Novak and author and culture writer W. David Marx on 5 October 2023. Photo © Krystal Kenney

“Your own culture only becomes obvious to you
when you step outside of it....

If you want to be a great metathinker on
culture, definitely leave your culture. Or if

you want to understand yourself better, and
how [customs] were automatically assigned to
you.... When you live in different places, it just
becomes obvious to you.... Once you have it, you
can never go back.” (52

W GROW<

1l ANNENBERG

generously sponsors our

. Evenings with an Author
. programming series.

W. David Marx at the Library on 5 October. Illustration by Pierre Le-Tan, 1995
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FEBRUARY

Toni Ann Johnson and Robinne Lee on Light Skin Gone
to Waste

Laurence Engel and Elaine Sciolino on the Bibliotheque
nationale de France

Breaking the Silence on Sex with Nana Darkoa Sekyiamah
Caroline Fourest on the Offended Generation

Joshua Rubenstein on the Last Days of Stalin

Deesha Philyaw on The Secret Lives of Church Ladies

Lex Paulson on Philosophy and Power

APRIL

Susan Taylor Leduc and Lindsey Tramuta on Marie-
Antoinette's Legacy (Friends of the Library Event)

Reimagining Race with Mohsin Hamid

Returning to East Berlin with Jenny Erpenbeck and
Claire Messud

Feminism Today with Kate Kirkpatrick and Manon Garcia

Entre Nous: Data’s Human History with Chris Wiggins
and Matthew Jones

Memoir As Medicine with Diane Shader Smith

Voices of Migration with Violaine Schwartz and
Christine Gutman

Nina Gelbart on the Forgotten Women of
the Enlightenment

Changing our Approach to Change with Adam Phillips

JUNE
Ben Miller on the Bad Gays of History

The Times of our Lives with Kate Briggs and
Yasmine Seale

An Evening of Poetry with Adrienne Raphel and
Megan Fernandes

Poetry Workshop with Adrienne Raphel &
Andrew Altschul (3 sessions)

The Cathedrals of France with R. Howard Bloch

The International Library: Translating Traditions
(Offsite at the Center for Fiction)

The Case for Forgetting with Lewis Hyde
Natasha Lance Rogoff on Post-Soviet Sesame Street
The Women Who Refused with Jennifer Tamas
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JULY NOVEMBER
Henry Grabar on Paved Paradise Fact and Fiction: A Journalism Masterclass with
Finding the Raga with Amit Chaudhuri Madeleine Schwartz in partnership with The Dial
Translating Words and Worlds with Daniel Levin Becker
V (formerly Eve Ensler): Memories of Resistance (Offsite
at mk2 Bibliotheque)
From Cliques to Politics with Simon Kuper and lan Leslie
How to Criticize with Scholar of Note Lauren Oyler
Critical Conversations: Redesigning Democracy with
Lex Paulson and Mark Klein
An Evening with Pascal Bruckner in partnership with
Le Conversazioni
Scamming the American Dream with Kirstin Chen and
Grace Ly
Writing Politics with Giuliano da Empoli in partnership
with Le Conversazioni
An Evening with Binkady-Emmanuel Hié in partnership
with Aprés Josephine
Entre Nous: Possible Lives with Maria Stepanova
Behind the Lens with Frederick Wiseman

OCTOBER

After the Protests: Talking about Race in France in
partnership with the Overseas Press Club

Inside the US Open with Katrina Adams

W. David Marx and B.J. Novak: Decoding Culture

The Soul of Americana with Sylvie Brieu (Friends of the
Library Event)

Voices of America: Emily Dickinson and Modernism in
partnership with Editions Diane de Selliers

John Ashbery: A Life of Poetry with Karin Roffman

The New French Wine with Jon Bonné and
Lindsey Tramuta

The Attention Economy with Graham Burnett and
Justin Smith-Ruiu

Diaspora Unfurled with Fiona Sze-Lorrain

Entre Nous: Female Figures Transformed with
Nina McLaughlin (Offsite at Reid Hall)

A New History of American Literature in France with
Laurence Cossu-Beaumont

Entre Nous: Lauren Elkin on Art Monsters

Photos © Krystal Kenney
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INTERDISCIPLINARY
PROGRAMMING

The Library’s ongoing strategic planning process, which
began in earnest in early 2023, revealed a strong appetite
for events that explore interdisciplinary topics and feature
leading thinkers, creatives, and topical experts.

us in May 2023 to speak about their Opera Comique
production of Breaking the Waves, based on the celebrated
Lars von Trier film. This collaboration was so fruitful that
Vavrek and Mazzoli were invited to become the Library's
o ’ ) first Cultural Fellows during a residency and programming
Our new partnership with the Opéra Comique, one of series that took place in March 2024.

the oldest performance art institutions in France, was the

perfect opportunity to present meaningful conversations The Cultural Fellowship was created in partnership with the

that reach beyond the confines of the literary world. Florence Gould Foundation and the American Center for
Librettist Royce Vavrek and composer Missy Mazzoli joined  Art and Culture.

Behind the Scenes of the Opéra Comique on 9 May 2023 with (I-r) vocalist Sydney Mancasola, composer Missy Mazzoli,
librettist Royce Vavrek, and Programs Manager Alice McCrum. Photo © Krystal Kenney
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LIBRARY OUTREACH
AND COMMUNITY
ENGAGEMENT

Always a home for the thoughtful and curious, the Library
has a long tradition of working with educational institutions
and cultural organizations to strengthen Franco-American
ties and share the Library’s rich resources outside our four
walls. We provide discounted memberships and orientations
on research skills and media literacy to hundreds of students

We welcome student groups visiting from across the globe
for presentations on the Library’s history and archives.

Our year-long On the Road program with the U.S. Embassy
in France concluded in May 2023. This journey of discovery
through France brought the Library's treasures to sixteen
host institutions and 1,250 participants.

each year through our Institutional Partnership program.

ONSITE ORIENTATIONS AND SCHOOL VISITS REACHING 673 STUDENTS
FROM PRIMARY THROUGH UNIVERSITY

INSTITUTIONAL PARTNERS

AAWE (American Association of
Women in Europe)

ACCENT (University of
Southern California)

American Catherdral Junior Guild
American Church in Paris
American Embassy in Paris
American School of Paris
American University of Paris

AlA (Association internationale des
anciens de |'OECE et de I'OCDE)

Australian Embassy

Bilingual International
School of Paris

Bilingual Montessori School of Paris

La Bourse Weicker

The British Council

British Embassy

Lycée/Collége Camille Sée

Collége les Renardieres, American
International Section

Columbia Institute for Ideas
& Imagination

Columbia University
Council of Europe Development Bank

Eclosia School

Ecole Jeannine Manuel

Ecole Massillon

EIB Etoile Lycée

EIB Grenelle

Eurécole

The Garden

ICS Paris

Institut de la Tour

Institut Supérieur de Gestion
International School of Paris

Istituto Marangoni School of Fashion
Kingsworth International School

Lab School Paris

International School

Lennen Bilingual School

Lycée International American Section
Marymount International School
Montessori Esclaibes

New York University

Notre Dame
International High School

OECD and ALORA

OMNES Education

Open Sky International School
Paris College of Art
Pari-Grandir

Les Petits Ecoliers

Schiller International University

Sorbonne Université,
Le Département des Langues
de la Faculté des Sciences et Ingénierie

Stanford University

Union School Paris
University of Kent

University of London in Paris

L'Université Paris-Est Créteil,
Départment d'Anglais

USA Boy Scouts
USA Girl Scouts Overseas
WICE
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CHILDREN'S &
TEENS’ SERVICES

The Children’s and Teens’ Services department continues
to be one of the Library’s busiest corners, having hosted
5,130 attendees ages 0-18 at 231 events in 2023. Popular
programming for children included Toddler Times (ages
1-3), weekly Story Hours (ages 3-5), Saturday Series (ages
6-10), Sunday workshops (ages 8-12), the annual Halloween
Extravaganza, and the Young Authors Fiction Festival.
Members ages 12-18 joined us for Teen Nights, writing
workshops, a public speaking program, the Teen Writing
Group, the Teen Advisory Group, college essay writing
workshops, the Master Shot Film Club, book clubs, and
events with published authors including Adam Gidwitz,
Natasha Anastasia Tarpley, and Kwame Alexander.

134 97

CHILDREN'S PROGRAMS

Halloween 2023. Photo © Kelly Cummings

TEENS' PROGRAMS

Young readers can choose from over 20,000 print volumes,
plus magazines, audiobooks, and a growing collection of
digital resources.

Picture books, the | Can Read collections for emerging
readers, juvenile fiction, and graphic novels and manga
remain especially popular.

Our dedicated Children's and Teens' Services librarians
offered reading recommendations, curated book lists, and
research help to children, teens, parents, and educators.

The department is supported by interns and a team of
volunteers from around the world.

5,130

TOTAL ATTENDEES
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YAFF Celebration Event 2023. Photo © Kelly Cummings

YOUNG AUTHORS FICTION FESTIVAL

On 16 June 2023, the Library celebrated the
finalists and winners of the 2023 Young Authors 1 O 1
Fiction Festival (YAFF). Students ages 5-18 who ,

live in France and write in English submit stories

each year to the Library’s creative writing contest STUDENTS FROM 85 SCHOOLS
for children, the only initiative of its kind in Paris. SUBMITTED SHORT STORIES TO
In 2023 YAFF began accepting entries from YAFF IN 2023

students who live beyond the greater Paris area.

The top five stories in each grade were selected
from 1,019 submissions by over one hundred

volunteer judges who participated from around
the world. Finalists are published in our YAFF UNION .. BRITISH
¥ SCHOOL @@ COUNCIL

Thanks to the following for sponsoring YAFF 2023:

Celebration Booklets, which become a part of
the Library's permanent collection.
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CHILDREN’S AND TEENS’ PROGRAMS

STORY HOURS AND

TODDLER TIMES
A Hat on My Head
Homes and Houses
The Skeleton Inside You
All Kinds of Love
Valentine's Day
Winter Weather Clothes
Blast-Off
Endangered Animals
Classics & Favorites
Rainy Days

Knights & Ninjas
Mythical Creatures
Fairy Tales & Fables
My Garden

Manners Matter
Our Planet Earth
Our Community

At the Zoo

Birthdays

Share a Smile
Money Matters
Winged Wonders
Beach Party

French Figures
Friends Forever
Boats, Ahoy!

Up in the Air

The Great Outdoors
Hello and Goodbye
Summer Days
Giggles Galore

A Day at the Farm
Classics & Favorites
We Love the Library
Back to School

Big Bad Wolves

Fast and Slow

Fun Fruits and Veggies
Seasons Change
Surprises and Scares
Sweet Treats

Happy Halloween
Readers and Writers
Moon and Stars
Thanksgiving

Brave Women

How Rude!

Snowy Days

Classics & Favorites
Pumpkin Party

Halloween
Pete the Cat

SPECIAL EVENTS AND

ALL-AGES PROGRAMS

Black Heroes—Library
Scavenger Hunt

Mock Caldecott

Music Together with
Stacey Pavesi Debré

Winter Wonderland

YAFF Celebration Event

Halloween Extravaganza

Finding Form, Family, and

Fatherhood with
Kwame Alexander

The Inquisitor’s Tale
with Adam Gidwitz

SATURDAY SERIES

Once a Pawn, a Knight...Learn to
Play Chess with Cate Shainker

DIY Valentines

This Is Not a Box

Focus on Collage
Fractured Fables

Good Luck Charms
Mythical Beasts

Upcycled Crafts

Game Day

Humans vs. Zombies
Battle of the Books

Design Your Own Book Cover
Super Comics
Constellation Exploration
Greek Gods

Printmaking

Escape the Library

Hoop Gliders

Exploring Watercolor

Fairy Tale Party

Bookworm Mixup

Lego Creations

lllustrated Art

Map Making

Mask Making

DIY Bracelets

Pop-up Creations

Flags, Countries, & Continents
Exploring Cut Paper Crafts

Bookworms: Flying Lessons
and Other Stories

Bookworms: The Crossover
Beginning Your Short Story with
Kirsty McCulloch Reid
Blackout Poetry
Spring Stories and Crafts
Yoga Kids with Pari-Grandir
Silly Songs with Matt Black
The Me | Choose to Be with
Natasha Tarpley
Imaginative Writing
with Anna Brooke
Summer Reading Club Kick-Off
DIY Halloween Decorations
Costume Swap
Ominous Origami
Baby Rhyme Time
English Club: My Bilingual Dictionary
Board Game Bonanza
Winter Scavenger Hunt

TEEN PROGRAMS
TEEN CLUBS

Teen Writing Group
Teen Advisory Group
Master Shot Film Club

Youth Leadership Program
with Toastmasters

WEEKEND WORKSHOPS
AND INSTRUCTIONAL SESSIONS
Scavenger Hunt: Monuments of Paris
Crash Course in Researching
Upcycled Bookmarks
Wordle Spades:

A Mashup Word Game
Booktok Trivia
Summer Reading Club Kick-Off
Design Your Own Tote:

The Basics of Printmaking
Tiny Paintings
Creative Collaborations:

A Spooky Writing Workshop
Jack-O'-Lanterns: Pumpkin Carving
Exploring Watercolor

The Writer's Room: Creative Writing
Exercises and Literary Games

FRIDAY TEEN NIGHTS
Stuck in the Middle:
A Writing Workshop
90's Movie Night: Trivia and Film
Capture the Flag
Pizza and Games



Science Fiction Movie Night

A Cappella Night with Rock U

Creating Compelling Characters:
A Writing Workshop

Writing from Life with Jion Sheibani

Movies Based on Books

Mystery Writing with Noah Weisz

Improv Night with Angelica Brewis

11* Annual Literary Reaping

Creating Comics

Ping-Pong Play-Off

Race Through the 7!

Monuments of Paris:
A Scavenger Hunt

Creating Crosswords
with Jane Mobille

Escape the Library

Scary Movie Night

Halloween Decorating Party

Hot Cocoa and Movie Night
Teen Lit Trivia Madness

Story Sprints with Noah Weisz
Music Trivia Madness with Rock U

BOOK CLUBS
Dystopian Worlds: A Book Club
YA Fantasy Book Club

EVENTS FOR THE COLLEGE-BOUND

Priceless Education on a Budget
with Richard Montauk

Writing a College Admission Essay
with Cathy Altman Noquet

Selecting Colleges
with Richard Montauk

ok ko
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YAFF Celebration Event 2023. Photo © Julien LB

TOP CIRCULATING TITLES

CHILDREN

Smile by Raina Telgemeier

Diary of a Wimpy Kid: Greg Heffley’s Journal by Jeff Kinney
Mary Anne Saves the Day by Anne M. Martin, adapted by

Raina Telgemeier

Captain Underpants and the Perilous Plot of Professor
Poopypants: The Fourth Epic Novel by Dav Pilkey

TEENS
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The Vocabulary of US College
Admissions with College Goals
Winning at College
with Richard Montauk
US Universities and Financial Aid
with College Goals
Optimize Your Application
with Richard Montauk

The US College Application Process:
Setting Yourself Up for Success with
Richard Montauk

Athletic Recruitment with
College Goals

SAT Study session

SPECIAL EVENTS
The Haunted Library
Thanksgiving Pie Tasting

The Hunger Games by Suzanne Collins

The Ballad of Songbirds and Snakes by Suzanne Collins
The Cruel Prince by Holly Black

Throne of Glass by Sarah J. Maas

Catching Fire by Suzanne Collins
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CURATED BOOK

DISPLAYS
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Volunteer Pat Hallam. Photo © Julien LB

Visitors to the Members' Lounge always discover a variety of curated book displays to broaden their literary horizons. In
2023 sixty-one individual displays showcased hidden gems in the collection, encouraged deeper reading into current
events, and celebrated great writers of the past, present, and future.

Revelatory Autobiographies
The Social Novel

Best Last Lines in Books
Translated from Korean

Love Poetry

Black History Month 2023
Books That Defined the 2000s
Visiting Fellows

True Crime

International Women'’s Day 2023
Poetry in Translation

Books To Read in One Sitting
Books To Help You Write
Special Staff Display for Elliot
Ecologues

1997: Fashion Big Bang
Abridged Versions of Things
World Gardening Month
Books To Make You Cry
Basquiat x Warhol

Podcasts

Coronation of King Charles llI
Translated from Japanese

Pulitzer Prize Shortlisted Works:
Past and Present

Book Award 2023 Submissions

Extraordinary Stories,
Ordinary People

Artificial Intelligence
Cormac McCarthy

Robert Gottlieb

Iconic First Lines in Books
Disability Pride Month
Destination Summer Reads
State of the Nation Books
Shakespeare Interpretations
Sarah Bernhardt

Sci-Fi Starter Pack

Barbie

Epic Historical Novels
Campus Novels

19t Century French Classics

African American Poetry
Food Memoirs
Banned Books Week 2023

Evenings with an Author,
Fall 2023 Season

Spooky Graphic Novels
Self-Help Books

Rom Com Reads

Israel Hamas War

Novels Inspired by Mythology
Memorable Literary Proposals
Joan of Arc

Sci-Fi Series

Spotlight on Argentina

A.S. Byatt

Dark Academia

All About Dictionaries

Music Memoirs

Emmanuel Leroy Ladurie
Spotlight on Croatia

Do Judge a Book by Its Cover
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ONLINE
ENGAGEMENT

E-LIBRIS E-NEWSLETTER
13,155 +14% 350,000

SUBSCRIBERS SUBSCRIBERS NEWSLETTERS, EVENT INVITATIONS,
AND DONATION APPEALS SENT TO
E-LIBRIS SUBSCRIBERS IN 2023

INSTAGRAM ( a=

THEAMERICANLIBRARYINPARIS
L4 Publications

2 I O O | . theamericanlibraryinparis
, 1 T ot i £

FOLLOWERS 1 !

+15%

FANS AND FOLLOWERS

Qv

A WB aimé par 47 personnes

theamericanlibraryinparis Swipe through to see highlights
O from some of our Evenings with an Author events this
month!
O On MNow 7, Madeleine Schwartz, editor-in-chief of the Dial,
gave an interactive journalism workshop on reporting facts
OF FOLLOWERS ARE
On Mov 8, Daniel Levin Becker returned to the American
IN FRAN C E O R THE U S Library in Paris to discuss his dazzling translation of
Laurent Mauvignier's new thriller, The Birthday Party,
longlisted for The International Booker Prize 2023,
On Nowv 13, in partnership with the mk2 Institut, V¥ (formerly

Ewve Ensler) appeared in conversation with Libération’s
Cécile Daumas offsite at mk2 Bibliothégue.

A QA 8 ® @




FINANCIAL DATA

EARNED INCOME CONTRIBUTIONS

@ 25% Membership Fees 25% Donations

@ 7% Operating Income ® 5% Gala

@ 20% Rental Income @ 9% UsAF Operating Gift

Sources: Audited annual financial statements of the American Library in Paris, Inc. These statements, as well as those
from the American Library in Paris USA Foundation (USAF), are available upon request. The American Library in Paris USA
Foundation (an incorporated organization separate from ALP Inc.) oversees and manages a collection of endowed and
designated funds; its total investment assets amounted to $4.9 million at YE23.



REVENUES
Membership Fees
Operating Income
Rental Income

USAF Operating Gift
Gala

Other Donations
Other Income @

Total

EXPENSES

Payroll ©®

Building, Tax
Depreciation
Professional Fees
Books and Periodicals
Development

Office Expenses
Other @

Total @

2022
€395,384
€106,781
€292,862
€140,000
€176,460
€739,499 O
€78,682
€1,929,668

$2,033,677

2022
€767,429
€185,615
€172,109
€129,230
€117,716
€123,878
€88,422
€27,425
€1,611,824

$1,698,701

2023
€391,754
€111,613
€313,878
€140,000
€238,373
€394,187
€70,826
€1,660,630

$1,796,138

2023
€958,588
€214,126
€180,782
€167,438
€121,860
€139,797
€95,620
€79,635
€1,957,847

$2,117,607

M Including grants from the U.S. Embassy and from the Florence Gould Foundation

@ Primarily currency translation adjustments

® Including payroll taxes and benefits

“ 59% of total expenditures were allocated to program-based services

The average exchange rate for 2023 was 1.0816 USD for 1€ (In 2022: 1.053%9 USD for 1€)
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LIBRARY SERVICES

173,424

PRINT CHECKOUTS

99,431

PRINT BOOKS
AND OTHER HOLDINGS

381

PERIODICAL
SUBSCRIPTIONS

38 11

TITLES IN NUMBER OF
PERIODICAL DIGITAL
ARCHIVES DATABASES

29’64 % 14,237

E-SOURCE
LOGINS




4,317

AVERAGE
ACTIVE MEMBERS

936

AVERAGE DAILY
TRANSACTIONS

TOP CIRCULATING TITLES

BOOKS

Spare by Prince Harry

The Seven Husbands of Evelyn Hugo: A Novel
by Taylor Jenkins Reid

Beautiful World, Where Are You by Sally Rooney
The Paris Library by Janet Skeslien Charles

A Gentleman in Moscow by Amor Towles

E-AUDIOBOOKS

I'm Glad My Mom Died by Jennette McCurdy
Book Lovers by Emily Henry

Crying in H Mart by Michelle Zauner

Tomorrow, and Tomorrow, and Tomorrow
by Gabrielle Zevin

Lessons in Chemistry by Bonnie Garmus

ANNUAL REPORT 2023 |
AVERAGE
DAILY VISITS
NATIONALITIES
REPRESENTED
DAY PASSES
SOLD
E-BOOKS
Atomic Habits: An Easy & Proven Way to Build Good Habits
& Break Bad Ones by James Clear
Trust by Hernan Diaz
Babel, or the Necessity of Violence by R. F. Kuang
The Paris Apartment by Lucy Foley
Tomorrow, and Tomorrow, and Tomorrow by Gabrielle Zevin
E-MAGAZINES PRINT MAGAZINES
New Yorker New Yorker
New York Review of Books Economist
Elle France Cook’s lllustrated
Gourmet Traveler Good Housekeeping
Cooking with the Australian New Scientist

Women's Weekly

33
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OUR SUPPORTERS

In 2023 the Friends of the Library donor
program expanded to over 300 supporters.
Benefits of membership to this program
included an invitation to the annual Book
Award Ceremony in November, a wine
tasting lesson with local cave Vino Sapiens,

a private tour of the Bibliotheque nationale

de France Richelieu, and donor-exclusive
author talks, with topics ranging from D O N O R S G AV E
the gardens of Marie-Antoinette to the

wilderness of the American West. 7 5 5 G I F TS

By the end of 2023, over 530 individuals
and organizations had donated to the
Library (an increase of thirty-six percent over
the previous year). Nearly 150 supporters

made their very first donation during one of
our evening cultural programs.

DONORS GAVE 528 GIFTS IN 2022

Advisory Committee member Jacqueline Cessou, Executive Director Audrey Chapuis, and Trustee Barbara Diggs. Photo © Krystal Kenney
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Mary Jean Lowe, Counselor for Cultural Affairs of the U.S. Embassy Michael Turner, and Jim Bitterman. Photo © Krystal Kenney

GRANT-MAKERS

The American Center for Art and Culture announced in
late 2022 that proceeds from the sale of its hétel particulier
will be donated to the Library to expand cultural activities
and exchanges. The gift is contingent upon completion of
regulatory processes, and it will have immense anticipated
benefits for the Library and the Parisian cultural landscape.

The Florence Gould Foundation has sustained the Book
Award since its inauguration in 2013. In 2021 we announced
that the Foundation had granted the Library $500,000 to
sustain the Book Award for many years to come.

Additionally, at the announcement of the American Center
for Art and Culture's historic pledge, the Florence Gould
Foundation extended a $250,000 grant to the American
Library for the transition period leading up to the donation
of the proceeds of the sale of the American Center's
property to the American Library. Pilot programs funded by
this grant provide a taste of future programming.

The de Groot Foundation supports the Library's Visiting
Fellowship and Scholars of Note, as well as the Writers-in-
Residence program.

GRoW @ Annenberg underwrites the Library's Evenings

with an Author series. Their generous support means that
most of our author talks, panels, and discussions are free
and open to the public.

The U.S. Embassy in France generously sponsored the
Library's On the Road outreach program. Launched in June
2022 and completed in May 2023, we visited sixteen host
institutions across Hauts-de-France and lle-de-France.

The Embassy also hosted the 2023 American Library in Paris
Book Award Ceremony at the George C. Marshall Center in
the Hoétel de Talleyrand on the place de la Concorde.

The Sponsored Membership program is generously
sustained by an anonymous donor. Their 2022 gift allows us
to offer Library memberships to refugees and their families
from Ukraine and elsewhere.
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Former Chairman of the Board Luis Roth, 2023 Book Award Administrator Rachel Donadio, and Trustee Ashley Maddox at the 2023 Gala.

Photo © Krystal Kenney

DONORS

EX LIBRIS LUX SOCIETY (10,000€ AND ABOVE)

Forrest Alogna and Sandrine Poisson Alogna

Gregory Annenberg Weingarten, GRoW @ Annenberg
Bertrand and Naima Cardi

Peter and Jeanne Fellowes

Bertrand de Fouchier and Lise Hartman de Fouchier
Steven and Barbara Gerber

Whitney Gore and Pierre Chaboussant

Clydette and Charles de Groot

Jade Vu Henry and Fabrice Henry

Nathalie Hobbs and Gilles Martin

J. Paul and Mimi Horne

Heather and Robert Keane Family Foundation
William Kelly and Maria Richter Kelly

Ishtar Méjaneés

Edward and Mary Lee Turner

Anonymous

GUTENBERG SOCIETY (2,000€ — 9,099€)

John and Alice Berry

Melanie Bialis

Rose M. Burke and John Newman
David Chaffetz and Marguerite Yates *
Pierre Cournot

Scott and Kay Cupp

Barbara Diggs and Tobias Trautner

Michael Duffy

Mary Duncan and Yuri Loskutov

Jill and Jéréme Le Grand

Robert and Susan Greig

Julien Horn and Anne Mény-Horn
James Houghton and Connie Coburn
Dan and Laura Huehn
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GUTENBERG SOCIETY (2,000€ — 9,099€) CONT.

Neil and Nancy Janin

Rob and Sherry Johnson

Suzanne G. Justen

Ashley Maddox

Ecole Jeannine Manuel

Kathleen de Montlebert

Priscilla de Moustier

Alison Pearsall

Andrew Plump and Elaine Sciolino
Audrey Rohan and Gordon Golding
Luis Roth and Jennifer Dalrymple

Guy and Jeanine Saperstein

Cedric and Michal Sellin

Sara Somers

George Stansfield and Elaine Foo

The Honorable Craig Stapleton and Debbie Stapleton
Nancy Thomas

Charles Trueheart and Anne Swardson

Usha Viswanathan

Marshall and Deborah Wais
Laura Wenke and Alexander Marquardt *

Anonymous

FOLIO SOCIETY (250€ — 1,099€)

Maria Adle

Hans and Catherine Anderegg
Richard and Nancy Asthalter
Alain and Judith Aubry

Damon Austin

Edward Bates

Sally Bentley

Ashley Benz and Matthew Benz
Marjorie Bernstein

Jim Bittermann and Mary Jean Lowe
Connie and Dominique Borde
Claudette Boudreaux

Janine Brimbal

The British Council

Didier and Mary Brodbeck

Jacqueline Kay Cessou and
Pascal Collange

Carol Chameau

Alice Clark-Wehinger

Chris Coléon

Pamela and Jean-Paul Combastet
Patti Connolly and James Walker
Olivier and Lydia Delaunay
Charles Dilley and Anne Marie Reijnen
Jeff Doniger and Anne Vitek
Charmaine Donnelly

April Eberhardt

Christopher Edgar and Alice Martin
Elizabeth English

Adrient and Julia Fainsilber
Laurence Flannery

Mary Fleming and David Morrison
Jonathan Gage and Janet Patys
Christine Gempp Love Foundation
Laurie Gill

Douglas and Anda Glucroft
Elizabeth Glynn

Juana Gomez-Delgado

Robert and Mary Grattan
Richard Graw

Elizabeth Hansen
Marie-Claude Hawes
Christopher and Shana Henze
Dallas Hudgens

Lee and Berna Huebner
Alexandra Hughes and Neal Fiertag
David and Amy Jaffe
Deborah Jenner

Catherine and Ethan de Jong
Alice Kaplan

Nancy Keet

Margaret Keith

Russell and Lynn Kelley

Paul Kepp

Pierre Lavaux

Pauline Lemasson

Leslie Lemons

James Lieber

John MacArthur and Renée Khatami

Georges Magaud *
and Nancy Willard Magaud

Gilles and Sophie-Caroline
de Margerie

Marilee McClintock

Bruce McCoy and Gretel Furner
Jocelyn McGinnis

Steve Mertz

Laurie Miller

Molly Minton

Anne-Sophie de Mones

René de Monseignat

Ann and Don Morrison

Ann Moser

Robert Murphy and Emilio Williams
Geneviéve and Oliver Murray
Diane Murray

Karen Newman and Thomas Brooks
Elizabeth Neylon

Jean and Virginia Perrette

Judith Pillsbury and William Waterfield
George and Bonnie Pinkham
Rosemary Pinto

Kathryn Portle

S. Prentiss Bailey Fund
and Mr. Robert Edgar

Laura Raphael

Susan Rappaport

Thomas and Carol Rose
George Rowan

Ann Salsbury

Harold W. Schneikert

Nicole Siezien

Alaina Sloo

Damon B. and Patricia Smith
Megan Staley

Winston and Marilyn Tabb
Amanda Taylor

Dana Thomas and Hervé d'Halluin
Glynis Thomas

Sarah Thomas

Union School

Susan Vehon

Roberta Vellve-Padden
Robert and Carol Wagner
Lin Wang

Margaret Ware and Eugene Wiskowski
Larry and Maureen Weeks
Frederic Weissler

Ann White

Sally Williams-Allen
Catherine Woodman

Vicky and Marcel Wormser
Zachary D. Wyman
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FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY (50€ — 249€)

Christine Adams

Kyle Ahrold

Susan Anderson

Liviu Andron

Laurie Arnold

Laura and Murray Belman
Jim and Cate Biggs
Dominique and Philippe Bona
Francesco Caravello
Kathy Carlin

Jean-Marc Chappat
Volodymyr Cherevko
Paula Cooper

Isabelle Cosson

Anthony Cox

Roger and Vivian Cruise
Jane Dean

Marie d'Origny

Jeanne Drewes
Marie-Laure Durand

Mark and Thanh Durante
Judith Edington and Mark Edington
Dorothy Erlandson

Reid and Claudia Feldman
Donna and Zachary Fleetwood
Lori Fontanes

Barbara Geary

Barbara Genevaz

Robert and Joyce Glaser
Binta Gnagadou

Maggie Grainger

Ellen Hampton

Sharri Harmel

Penny Haws

Bernard Henry

Therese Hogan

IN-KIND DONORS

Agence Eliane Benisti
Agence Michelle Lapautre
American Children's Theatre
L'Amour Fou

Cathy Altman Nocquet

A. James Arnold

Dinah A. Becker

Stephen Belcher

Pauline Choi

Lucia Coppola

Everett Hutt

Hilary Kaiser

Kent Kan

Emma Kearney

Héléne Kegreisz

Catherine Keller

Sharon Korman

Sybil Kretzmer

Andrea Lafleur

Gregoire de Langlade
Maurice Lanman

Hindel Levitin

Vibeke Lichten

Damien and Katherine Lucas
Sheila Malovany-Chevallier
Leila Martin

Xavier Martin

Olivier Martinez

Gilles Martinoty

Janet McEvoy

Shelly-Ann Meade

Joyce Miller

Florian Minel

Elizabeth Moore

Steven Moskey

Amaniel Mrutu

Priyanka Anantha Narasimhan
Lilian Nassif

Donna and Jeff Osborne
Olga Ospina

Mary Jo Padgett

Maureen Paget

Robert Paxton and Sarah Plimpton
Kim Penny

Robert Pope

Carol Weiss Pouchol

Editions Albin Michel
Editions Diane de Sellier
Kristin C. Ellis

Louise Endres Moore
Laure Khalili-Araghi
Spencer Kehe

Sara M. Kelly

Louise Lalaurie
Jean-Pierre Leverrier
Karen Levorson Laughlin

Peter Quint

Alessandria Redley-Bagayan
Anne-Sophie Renauld
Lucienne Renauld

Yolanda Robins

Hilary Robinson

Helen Roh

Patricia Roush

Martha Ruddy

Marcel Schneyder

Connie Scuderi

John and Frances Seder
Terry Seligman

Evelyn Shaevel

Angela Sheng

Mischa Shuman

Jonathan Simons

Genia Sobel

Robert and Kathleen Sunderbruch
Amy Sutherland

James Taylor

Susan Taylor

John K. Thompson

Carmela Thone

Carine Noubissie Timeu

Lily Tuck

Alexandre Visage

Li Wang

Christine Wilkinson-Galinet
John and llse Willems
Pamela Wilson Barnard
Elizabeth Wintersteen-Moussier
Morgan and Karen Wurzburger
David and Jan Young

Alison Young

Mary Jean Lowe

Marie Louise Nijsing

Karl Orend

Paris College of Art
Alexandra Rimer

Susan Summers
Smith&Son

Shakespeare and Company



(I-r) Volunteers Michelle Kieu Gray and Terri Morris; Member Services Assistant and Volunteer Coordinator Josephine Hirsch.
Photo © Krystal Kenney

VOLUNTEERS

MEMBER SERVICES, COLLECTIONS, AND ARCHIVES

Molly Ader
Anel Arapova
Eve Bennett
Terry Blount
Mallory Boyd
Inedia Camamate
Yogita Chaucan
Joan Choi

Lisa Chontos
Fabricio Cravo
Michael Duffy
Termeh Erami
Marianne Faure
Lucy Fellowes

DEVELOPMENT

Lucy Alogna
Felix Alogna

Sorrel Fenelon
Sarah Alison Forbes
Simone Gallo

Kim Gladden
Ludivine Henaff
Josephine Hirsch
Emma Humphries
Kate Jameson
Lauren Janette
Mary Jean Lowe
Olga Kull

Ann Madden
Samah Mahmood
Valerie Mascitti

Lisa Chontos
Hilary Hodge

Jackie Mathews
Zoya Mirza
Hayam Naaman
Julia Orr

Olga Ospina
Fritz Partlow

Ann Paulsrud
Adalgiza Raeesha
Daniela Rodriguez
Cynthia Sharp
Lauren Widner
Kate Woodman
Mayanne Wright
Emma Zonneveld

Orlene McMahon
Yixuan (Sarah) Qu
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CHILDREN’S AND TEENS’ SERVICES

Zoe Adams

Lucy Alogna

Chiara Barbero lbarguen
Annabel Bassong

Molly Belhiteche

Liora Bellaiche

Lina Benosman

Carly Bisek

Fransje Bolwijn

Brooke Burns

Pauline Charruyer
Laurine Collardeau
Tiphaine Cornu Thenard
Charlotte Daubigney
Kai Davis

Fleur De Jong

Debra Dizin

Jessica Ellison
Elizabeth Fraley
Emily Gibson
Kathy Glading
Melody Gray
Hadia Hakim
Rachel Hamburg
Yuxuan He
Agasthya Kamath
Heather Keller
Soham Khisty
Allie Konjevod
Gabriele Kraujelyte
Matteo Kremkow
Charlotte Lamb
Charlotte Le Bihan
Lucy McCloskey

Kirsty McCulloch Reid
Brenda Morgan
Peregrine Olander
Ann Paulsrud
Sinchana Rao

Audrey Reich

Zara Reid Hodson

llya Rosenbaum
Ludivine Sarazin
Elizabeth Simonin
Irene Su

Clarence Tokley
Celestine Wade
Willow Webb

Mary Wessels
Katherine Youngblood
Emerson Zubb

EVENINGS WITH AN AUTHOR, SPONSORED BY GRoW @ ANNENBERG

Elie Abi Char

Maria Alas

Liz Amaru

Mahsa Bahrani

Maisie Beckett

Sarah Bidault

Lucy Bowers

Precious Brown

Ruby Fleur Butler
Madeline Carrier
Riley Chabot
Christopher Chapman
Alexandre Chauvel
Vanessa Chavannes
Frankie Collins

Kate Combault
Charles Allen Duke
Kate Erskine
Alexandra Fernandez Coego
Ximena Danay Fernandez Hual
Maisie Fieschi

Julie Fry

Arabella F. Garcia
Laurel Gardner
Barbara Gerber

Emily Glynn

Juana Gomez
Michelle Kieu Gray

John Gridlet

Julie Griffin-Carty
Ellie Griffith
Asheena Hafeez
Pat Hallam

Adil Hassan

Tony Hightower
Nathalie Hobbs
Soumaya Housni
Grace Hunter
Shubha Jindel
Stacy Keith-Reibell
Em Kitchen

Amy Klapprott
Vedika Kulkarni
Victorine Lamothe
Emily Little

Bryan Liu

Natalia Losurdo
Anna MacGabhann

Zoe Danielle McHodgkins

Colm McKenna
Zoya Mirza
Sirous Monajami
Terri Morris

Aye Myat Nyein

Tara Raye Myer Loeve

Margot Nightingale

Liam O'Halloran
Penny O'Kane
Michelle O'Brien
Mitra Olfat

Lenisa Patterson
June Paver
Brooklyn Pearson
Amanda Pelman
Kaarin Phelps
Robert Schneberger
Emma Schumann
Palak Sharma
Cynthia Sharp

Luke Shirock

Sheila Sleigh
Nikoleta Thomaidou
Andrea Torres Thompson
Nicholas Trotter
Elena Tyan

Elvira Usieinova
Atoosa Vakili

Robin Valencia
Ekaterina Vaseva
Judy Vaswani

Bea Villadelrey
Sophie Watt

Kate Woodman
Mayanne Wright



Participants of Fact and Fiction: A Journalism Masterclass with Madeleine Schwartz, editor-in-chief of the Dial on 7 November 2023.
Photos © Alfonso Sjogreen
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THE START OF A NOBLE ENDEAVOR
The Paris Library School

By Abigail Altman, Assistant Director and Mayanne Wright, History Tour Docent

Since its inception, the American Library in Paris has collaborated with local and global communities to share
knowledge and foster understanding across cultures. The Paris Library School, which operated from 1923 to 1929,
was one such partnership. This joint venture of American philanthropists, the American Library Association, and
leaders of the French library community would have a lasting impact on professional librarianship, how libraries

were structured and operated, and on internationalist activities around the world. The American Library’s
archivists continued this tradition of collaboration in 2023 as they pieced together the Library School’s story with
the help of international scholars and members of the French library and academic communities.

n investigation into the Paris Library School’s origins
Aand legacy was a major focus for the American

Library in Paris’s archives team in 2023. In 2022 the
Library was invited to participate on a panel celebrating
the centennial of the Bibliothéque Fessart in the 19t
arrondissement (Fig. 1). This neighborhood library was the
first of its kind in Paris, and the sixth French public library
created by the Comité Américain pour les Régions Dévastées
(CARD). Philanthropist Anne Morgan's WWI relief organization,
under the supervision of American librarian Jessie Carson, had
built five earlier libraries in the Aisne, a region in the north
of France. The success and popularity of the Aisne libraries,
organized and run according to contemporary American
standards, led to the establishment of a modern public library
in the capital. This library on rue Fessart opened in late 1922,
and Carson urged CARD to underwrite a six-week summer
school in 1923 to train French women as professional librarians
to staff these new public institutions. The Chicago-based
American Library Association (ALA) supervised the school,
and classes were held at 10 rue de I'Elysée, in the recently
founded American Library in Paris. Because of this connection,
Assistant Director Abigail Altman was asked to share the story
of Jessie Carson and the Paris Library School’s impact on the
professionalization of librarianship for women in France.

We had several information-sharing and research sessions with
the panel organizers and the participants who represented the
Bibliothéque Fessart; the Fonds patrimonial Heure Joyeuse

(the first children’s library in France, founded in 1924 with
support from CARD); and CARD itself (the Musée Franco-
Américain du chateau de Blérancourt). Together we identified
faces in old photographs, cross-referenced student and

staff rosters, and deciphered fading handwriting on archival
documents preserved at Blérancourt, the Bibliotheque
Historique de la Ville de Paris, and the American Library.

Yet we still wanted to learn more, because the Paris Library
School’s own centennial was approaching in 2023.

The American Library’s institutional archive includes just a
few photographs of the Paris Library School collaboration.
Furthermore, minutes from a 1946 Executive Committee
meeting contained a distressing sentence: “Material belonging
to the Library School, stored in the basement since its closing
[...], will be disposed of after advising with the authorities of
the American Library Association [...]1.”" The documents were
nowhere to be found in our current archives, and we read no
further mentions of their fate. Had these papers been thrown
away decades earlier? So far, the primary resources we'd
inspected provided little data. Where could we find more
information about the school?

The American Library Association’s archives contain multiple
files about the Paris Library School, but these are only
partially digitized. The documents we might require sat in
boxes an ocean away. Even determining whether the missing
papers had traveled back to lllinois would entail more time



than we had. So, we turned to recent scholarly and historic
journal articles we could access through the Library’s JSTOR
subscription, the HathiTrust, and other online platforms. Soon
we discovered a student thesis. Buried in its bibliography was
a reference to Paris Library School documents held at the
Institut Catholique in the 6™ arrondissement. We immediately
made an appointment to consult this archive. The cardboard
boxes of fragile, fading papers stored under the eaves of this
educational institution proved a treasure trove. Not only did
they contain carbon copy duplicates of the correspondence
we saw in the ALA's digital files, but also handwritten
missives hastily dashed off on hotel and transatlantic steamer
letterhead, terse international cables, and the school’s official
documents. (Fig. 2) This had to be the discarded collection
from the American Library’s post-war basement. As we leafed
through program applications, internship assessments, and
report cards, we learned more about the school’s founding a
century ago, and about its eventual demise.

Visits to local archives with our French colleagues allowed us
to eventually piece together the Paris Library School's story.
Continual information sharing also enhanced each participant’s
knowledge of our respective institutions, and helped us
discover more links among our organizations than we had
ever imagined. We were delighted to confirm that numerous
students, faculty members, administrators, and supporters

of the Paris Library School were or would be affiliated with
CARD, the American Library, Bibliotheque Fessart, or L'Heure
Joyeuse in some capacity. A striking example is Lydie Duproix,
a CARD volunteer who directed the Fessart library, helped
organize the Paris Library School, and later worked in the
American Library's French department. At times Duproix felt
like our fil conducteur across the School’s history that was
formerly unknown to all of us.

The Paris Library School’s 1923 inaugural summer session, held
at the American Library in Paris, was a resounding success.
The administrators had anticipated a class of twelve French
students, but when they received nearly 100 applications,

Fig. 1: Panel discussion celebrating the Bibliothéque Fessart's
centennial. (I-r): Viviane Ezratty (L'Heure Joyeuse), Elodie Moriau
(Musée Franco-américain du Chéateau de Blérancourt), Abigail Altman
(American Library in Paris), Laura Vallet (Bibliothéque Fessart).
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Fig. 2: Library docent Mayanne Wright explores the Paris Library
School archives at the Institut Catholique.

they admitted fifty, setting aside slots for foreign students
"for the purposes of international understanding.” French
traditionalists had their doubts, later calling the endeavor
the “library school of the Far West.” However, no one could
deny the interest in and the utility of its instruction. Luckily,
influential and progressive French librarians who admired the
innovative CARD libraries lent their support and expertise
to the training program. A permanent library school was
established. (Fig. 3) Under the aegis of the American Library
Association and recognized by the French state, the Paris
Library School would offer a rigorous full year program in
addition to its summer courses.

The student body reflected a commitment to internationalism.
What started out as a summer course to train a handful of
French women blossomed into a world-renowned school

that educated over one hundred of them, in addition to
eighty-one other women and men of twenty-six nationalities.
Many students, already professionals working in the field,
came to Paris to learn new theories and skills aimed at
increasing international cooperation among librarians. These
graduates took their newly acquired knowledge back to
libraries across the globe, as far away as Siam, Jerusalem, and
Constantinople, and to locales closer to home like the League
of Nations, the Bibliothéque nationale de France, France's
Archives Nationales, and the American Library in Paris.
Notable alumni include Victorine Vérine, a CARD volunteer
who established a French bookmobile service in the 1930s,
and Yvonne Oddon, a transformative force in French libraries
and key member of the Musée de I'Homme Resistance
network during WWII. Claire Huchet and Marguerite Gruny,
two of the three founding figures of L'Heure Joyeuse, also did
coursework at the School.

The Paris Library School’s local and visiting faculty comprised
a "Who’s Who" list in international librarianship. The director,



44 | THE AMERICAN LIBRARY IN PARIS

THE PARIS LIBRARY SCHOOL

AND THE
AMERICAN LIBRARY IN PARIS

10 RUX DE L'ELYSEE

Fig. 3: “The Paris Library School and the American Library in
Paris.” American Library Association booklet, circa 1928.
ALP institutional archive.

Sarah C. N. Bogle, was the ALA's assistant secretary and
former head of the Carnegie Library School. Together with
Mary P. Parsons, the Paris-based resident director, they
recruited talent from major US libraries and library schools,
and they enlisted leading French library innovators from

the Bibliothéque nationale de France, Bibliotheques Sainte-
Genevieve and Forney, and other reputable institutions.
Over the years, lecturers also came from ten other countries,
including Hugo A. Kriss, Director-General of the Prussian
State Library. (Kriiss was later in charge of all libraries in
western German-occupied territories during WWII and would
play a role in protecting the American Library during the
Occupation.) Adhering to the School’s mission, the staff were
all committed internationalists, including Kriss. (Fig. 4)

As an active participant in the school, the American Library
was able to honor key elements of its own mission: “To aid
in the international exchange of information about books,
libraries, and library methods” and “to promote cordial
relations between France and America through mutual
association in library work.”? The Library not only shared its
facility with the Paris Library School, but provided teaching
staff and internship opportunities to its students.

The earnest idealism of the Paris Library School’s faculty

is evident in the archival documents. Marguerite Gruny
described the staff as naive but admirable, and said that it
was an exciting atmosphere, full of hope and conviction. The
letters exchanged by administrators (particularly the women)
are warm and supportive, and their firm beliefs, brilliance, and
strength shine through the pages. Their stern assessments

of the School’s needs and student performance are serious,
exacting, and utterly professional.

However, our plunge into the archives did not always reveal
the aforementioned and aspirational “cordial relations.”
Bickering and discord sometimes marred the idealism,
goodwill, and cooperation among stakeholders during the
school’s short existence. Memos and meeting minutes show
that friction sometimes arose. Arguments occurred over the
rent charged and the rooms allotted by the American Library
to the School. Salaries and compensation were questioned,
and documents include the occasional snide remark about
incompetence, generally in letters marked “confidential” or
“personal.” Anne Morgan and Jessie Carson both vented
their frustration to Sarah Bogle in the spring of 1925. Carson
raged, “[Sluch a conservative, cautious, pedantic, pass the
buck committee I've never known. They make me so damn
mad | can hardly keep patient.” Morgan laments, “I wish we
could take the trousers off the masculine members in this
organization, and put them on the females, and then perhaps
we would get somewhere.”3

The occasional interpersonal squabbles and biting remarks did
not lead to the ultimate downfall of the initiative. Despite five
academic years of success (and the endorsement of Pope Pius
XM, the Paris Library School closed in 1929 because financing
ran out. CARD and internationally oriented philanthropists and
organizations like Rockefeller and the Carnegie Institute for
Peace had originally funded the venture in the hope that an
American or French university would eventually take over the
School, but none did, and the Paris Library School folded.

Luckily, the internationalist attitude that the School and its
stakeholders so fervently believed in survived the isolationism
that blanketed Europe and the US in the 1930s. Paris Library
School faculty member Gabriel Henriot continued to teach
classes in modern librarianship until France opened a new
library school in 1935. It's known today as the Ecole des
bibliothécaires documentalistes, and offers aspiring librarians
an alternative to the august Ecole nationale des Chartes,
founded in 1821. As for the American Library in Paris, we still
attract an international staff and host student interns from
around the world. They bring their global experiences to our
stacks and services and add to their own knowledge during
their tenure with us. In recent years we've trained students
from across France, the US, the UK, Europe, and Australia.

While the Paris Library School existed for just a few years, it
had a significant and lasting impact. Librarianship in France
became professionalized and open to women. Trained
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Fig. 4: Paris Library School students and faculty in the Exhibit Room of the American Library in Paris, summer 1923. Jessie Carson, Sarah
Bogle, and Mary Parsons are seated around the table. ALP archive File 7-2.

librarians were no longer exclusively elite Chartistes serving
the national library, but women (and men) serving local
populations of all ages. Moreover, as graduates transformed
their profession, they not only revolutionized library
organization, operation, and programming, but also how
society viewed the role of libraries in their communities.
Perhaps most important, the School'’s story illustrates how
individuals and organizations from different cultures can work
together to provide better access to knowledge and to foster
mutual understanding across borders—two goals that remain
pertinent today and formed a cornerstone of the Paris Library
School’s philosophy:

“Books make it possible for men of all lands and all times to
talk together. They are the fuel by which men's minds blaze
into common understanding [...]. Because of this, public
library service has come to be regarded as a prime factor in
the establishment of international harmony. Each graduate of
The Paris Library School becomes by virtue of his position an
informal ambassador of peace.”

— “The Paris Library School and the American Library in
Paris," American Library Association booklet, circa 1928.

Special thanks
Cara Bertram (American Library Association archives) and
Serge Sollugoub (Institut Catholique archives)
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Ambassador James G. Lowenstein

Ambassador James Lowenstein died at the age of ninety-five on 3 January 2023. He was a steadfast supporter of the
American Library and a beloved member of our community. Throughout the years, he played an instrumental role in
shaping the Library, first as a trustee, then as the founding chairman of our Advisory Council, and most recently as the
Chairman Emeritus of that Council.

Beyond his work at the Library, Jim was an accomplished and respected figure in the American community in Paris, with
a distinguished career that spanned from the Marshall Plan to the French-American Foundation, which he co-founded.
His contributions to the cultural life of Paris were immeasurable and will not be forgotten.

Mary Niles Maack

Professor Mary Niles Maack, who wrote extensively about American Library history, passed away on 23 January 2023
in Massachusetts. She was a scholar of international comparative librarianship, the history of the book, and women's
history, and was a tenured professor at the University of Minnesota and UCLA. Her research about the American
Library in Paris continues to be a source of information and inspiration.

Marcia Ann Lébre

Marcia Ann Lébre passed away on 15 June 2023 at the age of 75. A poet, director of the Paris Writers Workshop, and
restaurateur, Marcia was a Library volunteer in Children's and Teens' Services for many years and co-led the Mystery
Book Group.

Alexander Marquardt

Alexander Marquardt, a partner at law firm Kramer Levin Naftalis & Frankel in Paris and a stalwart benefactor of the
American Library, passed away at the age of 77 on 21 July 2023.

Georges Magaud

Georges Magaud, a longtime library supporter, passed away on 7 May 2023 at the age of 90 in the town of
Vertrieu (Isere).

Emma Burke Newman

Emma Burke Newman died tragically at age 22 while bicycling to university in Glasgow on 27 January 2023. Emma
came to the American Library regularly as a child and a teen—her first for Mother Goose lapsit readings, then as an
avid user of the children’s collection, and later as a Teen Night participant and Library volunteer.

Marguerite Yates

Marguerite (Marguey) Yates, a Middle East scholar, banker, world traveler, and cherished member of the Library
community, passed away in Paris on 9 September 2023 at the age of 70.

Daniel Commins

Acoustics expert and engineer Daniel Commins passed away at the age of 84 on 9 December 2023. He worked on
many of Paris's most famous buildings such as the Musée d'Orsay, Cité des Sciences et de I'Industrie, and Cité de la
Musique, as well as important performance venues around the world. He consulted on the Library’s 2016 renovation.
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