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LA BIBLIOTHEQUE AMERICAINE A PARIS

C’est une des ceuvres qus s’efforcent de resserrer les liens
qus unissent les deux pays. Elle est née pendant la
guerre et w'élast & Uorigine qu'une biblsothéque pour les
soldats américasns sur le fromt framgais. L’institution
a pris de Uampleur, sous la direction de son Directeur,
M. Burton Stevenson, et elle est actucllement une des plus
belles bibliothéques de Paris.

Elle s’est installée dans un hbtel particulser, rue de
VElysée. Prés de quarante mille volumes en langues
anglaise et frangaise sont & la disposstion des lecteurs.
Il n'est aucun domasine des connasssances humasnes sur
lequel on ne puisse se rensesgner, dans le temps le plus
bref, grice & la méthode qus a présidé & la distribution
des salles de lecture. En oulre, tmmovation qui vaut
d’élre signalée, un service spécial est & la dispossition
des cuiteux. L’amateur d'histosre, le savant & la re-
cherche d’un renseignement posent une question écrite
sur le sujet qus les intéresse et quarante-hust heures plus
tard ils obtiennent une réponse précsse.

La Bibliothéque Américaine est assez peu connue des
étudiants et des smiellectuels frangass et c'est grand dom-
mage. En effet, ils y trouveraient le meilleur acceuil.
On leur délivrerast une carte qus leur permetirait d’em-
porter & domicile les ouvrages qus les intéressent.  Les
intellectuels de province méme, par Vintermédiasre des
bibliothéques municipales de leurs villes , peuvent obtentr
de la Bibliothéque Américaine des préts gratusts pour
une durée de deux mois.

LE JOURNAL

Paris, August 13, 1927.
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On doit bien des maux & la guerve. On lui doit ce
petst bienfast : la Bibliothéque américaine. Originasre-
ment (en 1917), c’'élast une bien petite chose : quelques
livres en langue anglaise destinés aux braves poilus qus
partagérent nos souffrances — et notre gloire. Aujour-
d’hui, et depuss la guerre, le cabinet de lecture primstif
est devenu un somptueux et vaste smmeuble. Personnel
nombreux. Quarante mille volumes. Elle est trés fré-
quentée. Disons que, sur tross mille souscripteurs (ou
abonnés), il y en a environ le quart qus sont Francass:
étudiants, sntellectuels, écrsvasms. Libéral, en effet, fut
Vesprit qus présida & celte institution quand elle devint,
aprés la guerre, une euvre définitive. La bibliothéque—
dans Uesprit de ses fondateurs—n’'était pas seulement
destinée & charmer les loisirs des toursstes. Il fallast
qu’elle procurdt aux intellectuels francass des snstruments
de travail. Ce que souhattasent nos amss, c'était auss
de nous fasre connaitre, par le livre, la vie et la hittéra-
ture américaines.

From « La Bibliothéque Améri-
caine de Paris » in L’Impartial
Francais, Paris, Tuesday,
January 11, 1927.
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THE AMERICAN LIBRARY IN PARIS
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His EXCELLENCY THE AMERICAN AMBASSADOR

Homnorary Vice-President :
THE AMERICAN CONSUL-GENERAL
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Guaranty Trust Company of New York
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COMMITTEES
1928

Executive Commattee

The PRESIDENT Elmer ROBERTS
George BLUMENTHAL Theodore ROUSSEAU
Edmund L. Gros. The DIRECTOR

Commuttee on Ways and Means

E. A. SUMNER J. Mark BALDWIN
F. W. BEEKMAN A. K. MACOMBER

Law Commiltee

B. H. CONNER S. G. ARCHIBALD
Joseph Dt VIVIER Henry PEARTREE

Finance Commitice

James R. BARBOUR Pendleton BECKLEY
J. A. GriswoLDp Nelson D. Jay

Buailding Committee

Edmund L. Gros George BLUMENTHAL
Junius S. MORGAN M. Percy PEIXOTTO
Edwin L. SANBORN
Special Committee on Law Library

Joseph Du VIvIER, Chairman

S. G. ARCHIBALD Lovering HiLL
Earle B. BABCOCK Charles G. LoEB
B. H. CONNER Henry PEARTREE
Russell I. HARE Burton STEVENSON
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AMERICAN COMMITTEE

1928
Mrs. William K. DRAPER, Acting Chairman, New
York City.
Kendall EMERSON,

Physician, Worcester, Mass.

William EMERSON,

Massachusetts Institute of Technology,
Cambridge, Mass.

Prentiss N. Gray, _
President of the J. Henry Schroeder Banking
Corporation, New York City.

Frederick P. KEPPEL, '

President Carnegie Corporation,
New York City.
Carl H. Mm, . o
Secretary of the American Library Association,
Chicago, Illinois.
Robert E. OLps,
Under Secretary of State,
Washington, D. C.

Herbert Purnay,
Librarian of the Library of Congress,

™ Washington, D.C,

F.dgar RICKARD, _ . .
Director-General American Relief Administration,
New VYork City.

Charles I,. SEEGER,
Patterson, Putnam County, N. Y.

Carl Tavior,
New York City.
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ADVISORY COUNXCIL

Raymond POINCARE
Of the French Academy

Marshal Foca,
Of the French Academy

Marshal JOFFRE,
Of the French Academy

Marshal LYACUTEY,
Of the French Academy

J. J. JUSSERAND,
Former French Ambassador to the Uni;ed States

André TARDIEU
. Ministre des Travaux Publics

Henri BERGSON,
Of the French Academy

Eugéne BRIEUX,
Of the French Academy

Gabriel HANOTAUX,
Of the French Academy

Marcel PrREvVOST,
Of the French Academy

I.. LEvy-BRrRUHL,
Member of the Institute
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LIBRARY STAFF

Director : Burton STEVENSON

Secretary Accountant
Rose R. WiMENITZ Phyllis M. WEDD

REFERENCE DEPARTMENT

Helen IaTHROP Elizabeth CRAWFORD
N.Y. State; Oakland Pub- Columbia : Carnegse Li-

lic L3 brary brary of Pittsburgh.

CATALOGUE DEPARTMENT

Helen H. NORr1s
N. Y. State; Univ. of Minnesota Library

Irma Brink Elizabeth JOHNSON
N. Y. Public; Univ. of Los Angeles Library
Michigan Ltbrary School and Public Ls.
Alexandre MisTcaENKO brary.

CIRCULATION DEPARTMENT

Hazel E,. HyrcHins Stella R. CLEMENCE
Simmons . Kirksville Smithsonian Institution,
Teacher’s College. Dorothy WHITEHOUSE
Frances MyrHERON, Simmons ; N. Y. Public

Library of Congress. Library.

PERIODICAL DEPARTMENT

Helen j. Swmrra Elizabeth CRAWFORD
New York Public Library Columbia ; Carnegie Li-

brary of Prsttsburgh.
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REFERENCE SERVICE ON IRTERNATIONAL
AFFAIRS

Wadsworth GARFIELD

Gerda M. ANDERSEX José-Maria MEvVER
Jeannie VAN TocH Parss Lsbrary School
Chicago Pubkic Library Viadimir d"GETTINGEN
Edith SoLoHUB Jean TALLET

ORDER DEPARTMENT

Mary B. BREWSTHR Heath BaBCock
N. Y. State; New York N. Y. State; New York
State Library. State Library.

EXTENSION DEPARTMENT

Frances MULHERON
Library of Congress

FRENCH DEPARTMENT

Geneviéve DOLLFUS
Parsis Lybrary School

PAGES

Andrew NETCHAEFF Boris NETCHAEFF
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THE AMERICAN LIBRARY IN PARIS
Origin :

The American Library in Paris was founded in 1918
by the American Library Association, in connection
with its work with the men of the American Expedi-
tionary Forces. In 1920, the book collections and li-
brary equipment, together with a contribution of
$§ 25,000 toward endowment, were presented by the
A. L. A. to a Society organized for the purpose of
making the library a permanent institution. This
Society was duly incorporated in May, 1920, and has
since had complete control of the library’s operations.

OWects -

The principal objects of the library are (1) to serve
as a2 memorial to the American soldiers for whom it
was first established ; (2) to become the recognized
center of information about America for Europeans,
and to promote among students, journalists and men
of letters in Europe a closer acquaintance with Amer-
ican literature, institutions and  thought; (3) to
SuPplftment by its collections the meagre supply of
American books available to European readers ; (4)
to aid in the international exchange of information
about books, libraries and library methods, and to
promote cordial international relations through mu-
tual association in library work.

Income -

The greater portion of the library’s income is deriv-
ed from an endowment fund, now amounting to
Frs. 700,000 ; from a two-year grant by the Laura
Spelman Rockefeller Memorial ; from pledges made
by its friends ; from Patrons presenting Frs. 10,000 or
over ; and from Life-Members paying Frs. 3,000.

15
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About one-third of its income is from Annual Mem-
bers and Subscribers.

Free Use of the Library :

The use of books within the library, for reading or
for reference, and of the magazine and newspaper
reading-rooms, is free to everyone at all times.

Free borrowers’ cards are issued to all teachers and
pupils enrolled at any university, lycée or profes-
sional school of recognized standing, to students, writ-
ers and publicists engaged in research upon any Amer-
ican subject, and to American educators studying
abroad. During 1927, 1,127 such cards were issued.

Teachers and students at universities outside of
Paris receive the same service, upon request made
through the university librarian.

Books on American subjects are sent on long-term
loans to any European library upon request.

A printed list of additions to the library is mailed
every two months to anyone interested to receive it,
and lists of books on special subjects are prepared
at any time.

Memberships and Subscriptions :

Persons not included in any of the categories men-
tioned above, or wishing to draw books from the li-
brary for recreational reading, may do so by becoming
Patrons or Life Members, which entitles them to all
the privileges of the library for life, or by becoming
Annual Members, the fee for which is Frs. 300 yearly.
An Annual Membership including an out-of-town
service is offered to persons living outside of Paris fora
yearly fee of Frs. 350. Monthly and semi-yearly cards
may also be subscribed for by persons who are in
Paris only a short time and do not wish to become
Annual Members.

16
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REPORT OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES

In the complete and striking report of the Director
of the Library published later in this Vear Book the
progress of the year and the possibilities of future
development are clearly and convincingly presented.
I wish here to emphasize certain points in this state-
ment, and to urge that it be read with earnest and
careful attention.

a) That phase of the Library’s activity which is
devoted to the local clientéle is adequately supported
by the residents of Paris who make use of this service.
The receipts from subscriptions and memberships,
totalling nearly Frs. 300,000, more than cover all
the expenses connected with our circulation depart-
ment. All other contributions are used solely for
the extension of the Library’s work in the international
field, in which the chief interest and importance of
its influence must always lie and where there are
vast possibilities of usefulness. i

b) The number of American publishers who codper-
ate with the Library by donating to its collections
their latest publications has increased from 65 to
126, a truly remarkable showing, and a collaboration
which is unknown elsewhere in library history.

¢) The union catalogue of books on American law
to be found in public and private libraries in Paris is

now completed and its value indicates that similar
inventories should be made of the material on other
American subjects which is available in this city.

d) The distribution of duplicate volumes to the
libraries and schools of Central and Eastern Europe
has been attended by a success so great that a project
to collect thousand of books from institutions and

17
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indiviiuals in the United States, and forward them
to other parts of the world. i1s being elaborated. The
pan to prepare and distribute bibliographies of
American history and literature and to loan the
books themselves to teachers of these subjects in
European schools and universities, should be promptly
financed. In fact the Extension Service, by which
the Library’'s collections are now made available
evervwhere in IFrance, could be rapidly extended to
other countries if funds for this very important
activity were provided.

Special attention is called to the fiscal section
of the Director’s report. The following figures show
the improved financial condition of the Library :

January 1, 1927 Januarv 1, 1928

Investments. .. ... ¢ 43,134.85 ¢ 60,046.85
Endowmc‘ms «v e Fxs. 675.0(1)00 Ftl. 700.000.00
Reserve Fund. ... 825,300.00 459,350.00

In December, 1927, the Executive Committee of
the Laura Spelman Rockefeller Memorial passed the

following resolutions :

Resolved, that a sum not to exceed $20,000 be,
and it hereby is, appropriated to the American
Library in Paris toward its general budget for
the calendar years 1928 and 1929 ; $1 to be paid
for each 83.50 obtained in cash from sources
other than the Memorial for the same purpose
during 1028 and 1929, but not more than
f10,000 from the Laura Spelman Rockefeller
Memorial in either 1928 or 1929.

Resolved, that the sum of $25,000 be, and it
hereby is, appropriated to the American Library
in Paris toward the support of the Reference
Service on International Affairs for the two vear
period beginning July 1, 1928, and ending

18 .
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June 30, 1930; payments in accordance with this
resolution to be made as follows : $12,500 in
the period beginning July 1, 1928, and ending
June 30, 1929 ; and $12,500 in the period begin-
ning July 1, 1929 and ending June 30, 1930.

This action means that the Memorial will continue
to give for two years longer a maximum of $10,000
each year, provided the Library receives $35,000 from
other sources. It continues to guarantee, under
practically the same conditions as during the last
three y ears, a sum for which the Library has always
been able to qualify by determined and constant.
efforts.  The appropriation made by the Memorial
for the Reference Service on Internmational Affairs
is unchanged.

In this connection, I wish also to bespeak a careful
reading of the reports of the Director of the Ref-
erence Service on International Affairs (for this
important department of the Library continues to
arouse ever-increasing interest), and of the Treasurer.

The two major problems which I indicated last
year as confronting the Library are still unsolved.
The limit of growth in the present inadequate quarters
has now been reached and unless a new building is
soonl Obtained it will be necessary to remain within
the limits of the present programme. An endowment
of at least $1,000,000 must also be obtained in order
to make possible the broad international service
approved by the Trustees.

These plans for the future are based upon past
achievements and experience and are in no way
fanciful or imaginary. 7To those in close touch with
the situation the opportunity seems so great th?t we
confidently hope that the necessary funds will be
provided during the coming year.
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I regret to report two resignations from the Board
of Trustees. The first is that of Mr. Charles L.
Secger to whose constant vision and unselfish devotion
during the years of his Presidency of the Board of
Trustees, the Library is largely indebted for what
was accomplished during a very difficult period.

The second is that of Mr. Lawrence Slade, who as
Vice-President and Trustee rendered most wvaluable
and notable service. Mr. Seeger has returned to the
United States, where he is a member of the American
Committee on the Library, and Mr. Slade has removed
to London. The Trustess wish them all success in
their new fields of activity.

Earle B. BABCOCK,
President of the Board of Trustees

Google



REPORT OF THE TREASURER FOR THE
YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 1927

The December 31, 1927 balance sheet shows a
continuation of the favorable financial condition of
the American Library in Paris. Figured at 25 francs
to the dollar, as was the balance sheet of December
31, 1926, the total assets of Frs. 1,721,190.60 on De-
cember 31, 1927, show an increase over the same date
a year ago of Frs. 296,854.63.

Of the above total of Frs. 1,721,190.60 the sum
of Frs. 186,250.20 is liquid cash on deposit with the
Library’s banks and the sum of Frs. 1,501,171.25 is
invested in carefully-selected, readily saleable se-
curities held in safe-keeping in the Library’s bank
in New York. These securities are carried on the
balance sheet at their cost price of $60,046.85. The
actual market price on December 31, 1927, is
$60,810.25.

It is worthy of note that the Endowments have
been raised to Frs. 700,000.—an increase of Frs.
25,000. over the figure for the end of 1926, while
the reserve fund has been brought up to Frs. 459,350.—
an increase of Francs 59,025. over last year. Atten-
tion, however, must be called to the fact that the

December 31, 1927 balance sheet includes the Laura
Spelman Rockefeller Grant of $6,250., paid in advance
for the period January to July 1928.

The income of the Library has dropped from Francs
1,279,053.18 for the year 1926 to Frs. 998,205.29 for
the year 1927, leaving an excess of income of only
Frs. 18,520.88 as compared with Frs. 417,653,86 at the
end of 1926, although it should not be forgotten thata
total of Frs. 134,000 was added to the reserve fnnd

during the year, and Frs. 25,000 to the endowment
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fund, all of which came from donations and member-
ships.  The Reference Service finished the year 1927
with a credit balance of Frs. 8,088.32 as compared
with a deficit of Frs. 39,318.83 at the end of 1926.

As a whole the December 31, 1927 statement jus-
tifies the optimism of those friends and users of the
American Library in Paris who are interested in its

continued success.
Kenneth O. SPINNING,

Treasurer
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REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR

To have a definite aim, to keep it always clearly
in view, and to press forward toward it steadily—this is
a formula for success which originated with the earliest
writers of such formulas. For an individual it may
be open to certain objections, but for an institution
it is impeccable, and such success as the American
Library in Paris has achieved during 1927 has been
the result of adhering to it.

The principal object for which this library was
founded has never been lost sight of : « to become the
recognized center of information about the United
States for Europeans ; to promote among students,
journalists and men of letters in Europe a closer ac-
quaintance with American literature, institutions
and thought ; and to supplement by its collections
the meagre supply of American books available to
European readers ». To serve as an interpreter of
the New World to the Old—this is its great function,
the one which, more than any other, justifiesits exist-
ence and makes worth while the expenditure of the
thought and time and money which its development
demands. It is this which makes it unique and signif-
icant, and which gives to its service a sort of mystic
quality which is felt by everyone associated with it.

It would be foolish to pretend that it has accomplish-
ed a great deal, but it 4as been able to cast a few rays
of light into a darkness which seems to be growing
heavier instead of lighter, and where every such ray
counts,

The Library, of course, has no wish to force informa-
tion upon people who do not want it, and has been
careful to avoid the appearance of seeming to wish to
do so. All it has ever done is to offer its services to
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anyone interested in the study of American subjects ;
but it is an encouraging sign that more and more
people are interested, and are forming the habit of
turning to it for assistance. The attention it has re-
ceived during the past year in the newspapers and pe-
riodical press of Europe has been far greater than ever
before ,and has served vastly to widen its opportunities
for service. It has made the bsst use it could of
these opportunities, but has been handicapped by
lack of space for its growing collections and by an
income far below its pressing needs. Of these needs,
as well as of its plans for the future, more will be said
hereafter.

The past year

Reference was made in the report for 1926 to the
effort during that year to place the Library on a strictly
self-supporting basis in so far as its_circulation work
was concerned, and to the fact that it seemed probable
that this had been accomplished. It is a great satis-
faction to be able to report that the past year has
confirmed this assumption, and that, so long as the
Library service continues on its present plane, there
is every reason to believe that, as a circulating library
for the people of Paris, and for its Members throughout
Europe, it will more than pay its way.

Let us examine the figures. During 1927 there was
received from memberships and subscriptions a total
of Frs. 258,688, in addition to initial fees, life-mem-
berships, etc., aggregating Frs. 109,000, added to
reserve—a grand total of Frs. 367,688. The total
expenditure for the year was Frs. 979,684, so that the
direct receipts were well over one-third of the total.
The expense of the circulation department, on the
most liberal estimate, did not exceed Frs. 275,000.
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In addition to this, the Library received from subten-
ants, interest on investments, etc., a total of Frs.
187,000, making an aggregate income of Frs. 554,688
from its own resources. There is no reason why
these receipts, under careful management, should
8row less, and they seem to establish the fact that
the permanency of the Library is assured.

The importance of this lies in the fact that it enables
the Library to use for its international work and for
its free work with students and teachers every dollar
received from outside sources. It is altogether
fitting that its local clientele should support the Li-
'brary in so far as it is for their service, and this they are
doing willingly. In its larger aspects, however, its
work deserves support from everyone interested in
the promotion of international comity and understand-
ing, and this may now be given with full confidence
that it will be devoted entirely to that purpose.

Cooperation from American publishers

In no respect has the success of the Library during
1927 been more striking than in the development of
the codiperation it is receiving from American publish-
ers. ‘The plan, wtich had its inception in 1926, was
described in the report for that year. Briefly it is
this : American publishers are invited to contribute
their newest books to a permanent exhibition estab-
lished in a room at the entrance to the Library which
was formerly the concierge’s loge. Here they are
left for six weeks, together with the publishers’ cata-
logues, lists and other publicity, and may be examin-

by anyone. At the end of the six weeks’ period,
they are placed on the shelves of the Library for the
use of its readers. '

From the start, the plan received the heartiest
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support from American publishers, and a year ago
sixty-five were represented in the exhibition. Durng
1927, the number almost doubled, and now no less
than 126 are represented there. A list of these pub-
lishers will be found in the report of the Order de-
partment on another page. It is a list of which the
American Library in Paris is very proud, and it may
be said with perfect truth that this is the only library
in the world which has enlisted the support of the
publishing profession to any comparable extent.

The exhibition is attracting more and more attention,
and 1s receiving more and more publicity. Already, as
a result of it, there is a movement on foot to organise
some such exhibition in America of the books of
French publishers. It furnishes the one place in
Europe where the newest and most important Amerni-
can books may be seen and examined, and where
the latest catalogues of American publishers may be
secured. It is visited regularly not only by persons
interested in such books, but by representatives of
European publishers looking for suitable books for
translation. Booksellers send their clients there, and
librarians and dealers passing through Paris make it
a point to visit it.

Fveryone in the American publishing trade is
aware of the almost microscopic sales of American
books to Europe since the war. During 1927, the
total amounted to $ 366,741 for the entire continent,
though it is significant that, of this amount, France
took nearly a third ($104,995). There is little reason
to expect that this will increase greatly until the fi-
nancial condition of European countries has mate-
rially improved and the discrepancy of exchange seems
not so great ; but at least here is a beginning—a point
of attack—which in the end is certain to bear fruit.

Special exhibitions are also held in this room from
time to time. During the past year, there was an
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exhibition of the forty outstanding American books
published during 1924 and 1925, selected by the
American Library Association for the Institute of
Intellectual Cooperation ; another of American poetry,
a third of American drama, and during the month
of December a display of specially illustrated books
for children. All of these received long notices in the
Paris press and drew many visitors.

By arrangement with the Paris edition of the
Chicago Tribune, the Library furnishes each week
two columns of book-reviews; and reviews and
booklists, lists of outstanding magazine articles, and
general news about the Library are also printed
regularly in the Paris edition of the New York Herald,
the Paris Times, the American Women'’s Club Bulletin,
Abroad, the Revue des Lectures, Britain Abroad, the
Revue Anglo-Américaine, Universitario, andin I’Atlan-
?ique, the Ocean Times and the Ocean Post, shipboard
journals, published respectively by the Compagnie
Générale Transatlantique, the White Star Line and the
Holland-America Line. English publishers have been
VEeIy generous in sending copies of their latest books
for review in these mediums.

The result of all this has been that there is a constant
and steady addition of the latest American and English
ks to the Library’s shelves, leaving the book fund

of the Library free to be devoted to building up the
reference collection and the magazine files, and to
strengthening the departments devoted to American
subjects. Every effort has been made to see that no
essential book in those subjects is lacking—for example,
the bibliography of books relating to American history
recently prepared by the American Historical Associa-

tion has been used as the basis for building up the .

Library’s collection of books in that department—and

as a consequence the Library is rapidly becoming

better and better equipped to meet the demands made
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upon it for information about the United States, and
so to fulfil its principal mission.

The look distribution

One ot the most important accomplishments of the
vear was the completion of the book distribution, the
plans for which were outlined in the Yearbook for 1920.
The Library had in stock some seven or eight thousand
duplicates, for the most part books which had been
sent to I'rance by the American Library Association
for the educational courses organized for the American
army, and it was decided to present these to the li-
braries of schools and colleges, especially in the Near
East and in Central Europe, where an effort was being
made to teach English and to give courses in American
history and literature, but where there was a dearth
of books in the English language and almost nothing
about the United States.

The American Relief Administration appropriated
the sum of 82,000 to carry out this work ; the books
were listed, the list printed, and copies of it mailed
to institutions where there was reason to believe the
books would be of service, with the request that the
lists be checked and returned to us. The books
were then selected, paked and sent forward through
the Bureau of International Exchanges, or through
the embassies of the various countries. A detailed
report of the distribution will be found on another
page. It shows a total of 7,677 books sent to sixty-
two institutions in twenty different countries—to
places as far apart as Dorpat (Esthonia) and Beirut
(Syria).  Attached to the report will be found extracts
from various letters, telling how welcome the books
were and how useful they will prove.

It is my hope that before long we may be able to
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organize another distribution upon a much larger
scale. The plan, in outline, is to ask for gifts of books
for this purpose from the residents of twelve of the
large cities of the United States, carrying on the cam-
paign for a month in each city, where the Public
Library and its branches will act as collecting centers.
The newspapers will be asked to give the campaign
appropriate publicity, so that the public may under-
stand how great the need is, and the classes of books
desired will be carefully specified. The gifts will be
sorted and forwarded to the Bureau of International
Exchanges at Washington and sent on to this library.

We have already built up a considerable dossier
of information as to the places where books in English
are needed, and the kinds of books especially useful
to each, and this will be added to as rapidly as possible.
When the books arrive, they will be listed, and ship-
ments made according to the needs of the various
places. It is my opinion that at least fifty thousand
useful books could be collected and distributed in
this way every year. The American Library Associa-
tion and thelibraries of America are ready to cooperate.

The only thing needed to carry the plan through is
the necessary money, the estimated annual budget
being $6,500. Before the work is undertaken, this
amount should be pledged for three years, in order that
Weé may have time to develop the plan thoroughly and
to arrange three annual distributions, which should
grow steadily in importance. At the end of the three
Year period, a decision can be reached as to whether
the distribution should be continued for a longer
time,

The benefits of such a distribution to the libraries
of Furope can scarcely be over-estimated, and the
indirect benefits will also be very great, for these books
will not only serve to keep the teachers and scholars
of Europe more closely in touch with American life
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and thought than would othervise be possible, but
they will also be a powerful influence in furthering
that intellectual rapprochement for which all believers
in international understanding are working.

The law library

Another project which was only in contemplation
a year ago has made noteworthy progress, the union
catalogue of books dealing with American law, in both
public and private collections in Paris. This is now
practica Iy complete and in use, and a summary of
its contents will be found in the report on another page.
‘T'his catalogue 1s the first step toward the organization
of a department of American law. It includes all the
material on this subject at present available here, and
indicates where it may be found. The next step will
be a survey of this material in order to ascertain its
weak spots, and the gradual acquisition of maternal
needed to fill them and to build up a working library
for students, which will include the basic books,
together with the most important encyclopedias and
digests, but which will avoid duplication of less essen-
tial books already available in Paris.

This enterprise is being financed from a special
fund secured for this purpose by the committee in
charge of it, which is composed of Mr. Joseph Du Vivier,
Chairman, Mr. S. G. Archibald, Dr. Earle B. Babcock,
Mr. B. H. Conner, Mr. Russell I. Hare, Mr. Lovering
Hill, Mr. Charles G. Loeb, Mr. Henry Peartree and
Mr. Burton Stevenson. Great interest has been
shown in the project, not only by American lawyers
and students of American law resident in Paris, but
also by many resident in the United States, as is
shown by the list of contributors printed on another
page. Itis hoped that thislist will be added to steadily,
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so that the plan can be carried out in its entirety. The
cooperation of the American Bar Association will be
sought, as well as that of the various State associations
and it is possible that a number of collections already
existing in Paris will be presented to the Library as
soon as it is ready to receive them.

The American Legion convention

It was the privilege of the Library to organize and
maintain a series of special reading-rooms and an
information service for the American Legion during
its convention in Paris last September. The expense
of this service was provided for by the American Li-
brary Association, which made the necessary appropria-
tion from its war fund.

It was carried out in accordance with the plans
which had been previously matured, but proved to
be in many ways more important and more needed
than we had foreseen, partly because of the demands
made upon us for various services, which, strictly
Speaking, did not fall within the scope of our work,
but which we were glad to undertake. I might men-
tion, as an example, the sale of postage stamps to the
Legionnaires. No provision had been made for this,
and Mr. Bowman FElder asked if we could not take
charge of it. I agreed to do so without realizing the

sions which jt would reach. TheFrench gov-
ernment issued a series of special convention stamps,
and a great many of the Legionnaires wished them
not only for their post-cards, letters and packages, but
desired also to take home innumerable complete sets as
souvenirs. I am happy to say that we were able to
Serve all comers, due to the devoted services of the
volunteers who assisted us throughout the month of

September.
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I cannot speak too highly of this volunteer service.
We were fortunate in securing the assistance of no less
than sixty volunteers, who labored faithfully during
the entire convention, and for a week before and after
it. Some of these were members of the American
Library in Paris, some were members of various French
organizations, such as the Interpreters of the Great
War and the Association Amicale des Anciens Officiers
prés ’Armée Américaine ; others were members of
the Paris unit of the Women'’s Overseas Service League.
They worked from early morning until late at night,
and the success of our service was due in no small
part to their assistance.

The principal reading-room was in the general
headquarters at the Cours la Reine. The French
government had erected a long building to house
not only the convention headquarters staff, but all
the various welfare organizations. We were assigned
a space 85 X 150 ft., with offices, wash-rooms, etc.,
and this was decorated with flags and war-time book-
posters, and fitted up with chairs and tables,
with a full array of American magazines, and with
travel and guide books, purchased for the purpose.
Twenty-five important American newspapers were
also on file. The first estimate of fifty chairs and ten
tables proved entirely inadequate, and we had to put
in 150 chairs, 25 tables, and eight or ten long settees.

This reading-room was opened on the first of
September, and remained open until the first of
October, when the building was closed. We were the
first on the ground and the last to leave. The hours
were from eight in the morning until ten at night.
In addition to the regular reading-room activities,
there was maintained an information service and a
special reading-room for children, with a story-
hour. The Interpreters of the Great War were as-
signed one corner of the room and were most useful.
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At the same time, a special reading-room which
had been fitted up in the picturesque stable at the
rear of the court at the Library building, 10, rue de
I'Elysée, was opened, and remained open during the
entire month. The same service was given here as
at the Cours la Reine. The main library was, of
course, open to the Legionnaires at all times.

A few days before the opening of the convention,
reading-rooms were opened at the four hotels which
were used as headquarters of various organizations,
viz. : The Hotel Palais d’Orsay, the headquarters of
the Forty-and-Eight ; the Hotel Continental, the
headquarters of the Women’s Auxiliary ; the Grand
Hotel, the headquarters of the various State organiza-
tions ; and the Hotel de Crillon, the National head-
quarters. These remained open until after the conm-
vention, and rendered inestimable service in main-
taining an information bureau and assisting the men
in numberless ways.

Two social-service organizations in Paris, Le Me-
morial Méthodiste de Paris (79, rue Denfert-Rochereau,
Mr. J. D. Townsend, Director), and the Confédération
Frangaise des Professions Commerciales, Industrielles
et Libérales (5, Blvd. Montmartre, Mr. E. Delcourt-
Maillot, Président), openmed their rooms to the Le-
glonnaires and asked our cooperation in supplying
them with magazines and newspapers. Both were
supplied regularly with the more important newspapers
and the magazines most in demand, as was the special
rest-room opened by the Knights of Columbus oppo-
site the Madeleine.

There were no untoward incidents of any kind, and
I think the A. L. A. service was considered an entire
success by everyone connected with the convention.
The Library and the A. L. A. have since received the
official thanks of the Legion for the way in which
the work was carried through-

33

Google



New projects

Reference has already been made to the plan for
another and larger distribution of books to the li-
braries and schools of Central and Eastern Europe—
the continuation of an old project rather than the in-
ception of a new one ; and in addition to this there are
several things which the Library is planning to un-
dertake.

One of these is the preparation and distribution of
a bibliography of books important to the teaching or
study of American history. It will be based upon
the bibliography recently compiled by the American
Historical Association,which runs to about nine hundred
titles, and upon a selection made by Mr.Waldo G.Leland
of the one hundred titles which seem most valuable for
the use of Kuropean teachers and students. Each
title will be followed by a short descriptive note, and
the list will be printed and distributed to every teacher
of history in Ekurope whose name we can secure, to
the librarians of all European umiversities, and to
Iruropean libraries generally. This list is now almost
ready for the printer. It will include not only the
important histories covering every period from the
discovery ot America to the present day ; but also
the following sections : Diplomatic, military and naval
history ; Constitutional and legal history and political
theory ; Iconomics and social history ; Immigration
and peoples ; Cultural history ; Bibliography and
works of reference.

Work has been going forward for some time upon a
bibliography of books important to the study of Amer-
ican literature, and this will be printed and similarly
distributed as soon as it is ready. It will include the
best histories and works of criticism, together with a
caretul selection of the poetry, drama, essays and fiction
necessary to a comprehensive study of the develop-
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ment of American literature from the colonial period
to the present day. The compilation of such a list is
a task requiring unusual care and knowledge, and
we -are desirous of making it, if possible, the best of
its kind that has ever been printed. We are therefore
not only making an exhaustive study of existing bib-
liographies, but have also sought the assistance of
various well-known specialists and critics, so that it
will probably be some months before the list is ready.

The Library will be prepared to lend to any teacher
or any student any of the books on either list, in so
far as its collections will enable it to do so. But this
will mean a limited service, and we should like to go
much further. We should like to send along with the
lists a letter reading like this :

« The American Library in Paris takes pleasure
in sending you herewith a suggestive list of books,
arranged by period, which it considers important
to the study of American literature and American
history, and in announcing that, through the
generosity of a person who has placed the necessary
funds at its disposal, it is prepared to lend to any
teacher of American literature or history in Europe
such of these books as will assist him in the courses
in these subjects which he is preparing to give
during the coming year. The books may be kept
for the duration of the course and exchanged for
others when the course is finished.

« This library is prepared togive the same serv-
ice to any student or publicist anywhere in
Europe, who may request such books as he needs
through his university or municipal library.

« In addition, the Library will prepare special
bibliographies on any phase or period of Amer-
ican literature, history, life or thought, and will
forward any books included in these bibliogra-
phies which the inquirer may wish to borrow. »
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In other words, the Library would like to say to
any teacher or student of American subjects in Europe
that it is prepared to'secure and to lend any useful
book dealing with them and to purchase as many
duplicates of any title as may be necessary to make the
service prompt and efficient.

It is estimated that this service can be carried out
at a cost not exceeding $ 12,000 a year for the first three
years, the exact cost depending, of course, upon the
number of books it may be necessary to buyv. It
would be much less than that for the first year and
(I hope !) much more for the third. If we could secure
a guarantee of §36,000 to cover the work for three
vears, I am sure that we could perform a service for
the whole of Europe of the very first importance.

I'he Library would also like to undertake the devel-
opment of a department of American medicine which
shall have for its object the assistance of members
of medical faculties, and of research workers in medical
science generally throughout Europe, in keeping abreast
of similar research work in the United States. Files
of the principal publications would be secured, in
duplicate if necessary, subscriptions entered for all
American publications of importance, and an expert
placed in charge, whose duty it would be to furnish
a monthly resumé of the new literature in his field
to every research worker, and to send on for a long-
term loan such of this literature as the worker in ques-
tion wished to see, or, if necessary, to prepare tran-
scriptions which could be retained permanently. Spe-
cial lists covering any subject would, of course, be
prepared on request, and the literature furnished, if
desired.

The intellectual isolation from America which
followed the war is too well known to need discussion
here. Because of chaotic conditions, and especially
of depreciated currencies, Furope was cut off from
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almost every sort of intellectual contact, and there
was every likelihood of a new generation growing up
in ignorance of American history, literature and ideals,
or with entirely distorted ideas concerning them.

In no field has this isolation been more complete
than in that of science, especially medical science.
Beyond question, the research workers of Europe have
been utterly unable, since the war, to keep in touch
with the progress of research in the United States and
to benefit from it. Various attempts have been made
to remedy the situation, and considerable collections
of material have been placed in various centers, but
such collections, even when well-administered, serve
only a limited number of persons. It is believed that
a central collection, efficiently directed, would be by
far the most practical and economical way of meeting
a situation which grows constantly more serious. The
expenditure for needed material would necessarily be
heavy, and it is estimated that the cost of this service
at the beginning would be in the neighborhood of
$10,000 a year. To assure the proper development of
this work, this sum should be pledged for a period of
three years, at the end of which time the need for its
COn(;:inuance and further development can be consid-
ered.

To sum up, the new enterprises which the Library
stands ready to undertake, and their estimated cost,

are as follows :

A For One Year For Three Years
bnual book distribution to
libraries of Europe.. .. .....  $6,500.00 $19,500.00
ibliographical and loan service
to teachers, pupils, scholars
and publicists throughout Eu-

L 12,000.00 36,000.00
Medifal department for the
assistance of research workers
throughout Europe. .. .. ... 10,000.00 M
TOTAL.......... $ 28,500.00 $ 85.500.00
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I can think of no way in which this sum of money
could be used to better advantage for the promotion
of the ideals of peace and of international understand-
ing.

Extension service

All of this, of course, is only a development of the
Extension Service which has been carried on ever since
the Library was founded. For France it is now well-
organized. Four years ago, an arrangement was
made with the Bibliothéque Nationale and the Minis-
try of Public Instruction whereby requests for books
from any librarian in France could be filled through
the Service des Préts et d'Imprimés, the books being
sent and returned through the post without cost to
either borrower or lender.

This service, in effect, places the Library’s book
collections at the call of every teacher, student and
scholar in France, and a special effort was made during
1927 to bring it to their attention. Letters describing
it were sent to the rector of every university, to all
librarians and to many teachers, and articles concern-
ing it were widely published. As a result of this
campaign, requests for 592 books were received from
116 institutions—an increase of about fifty per cent
over the preceding year.

This, of course, is only a small beginning. At
least it seems so to us, though perhaps we should be
gratified at even this development of a service which
is so new in the experience of most of the persons to
whom it is offered. Another series of letters explain-
ing it has just been sent to rectors, librarians and
teachers, and the replies received indicate how wel-
come it is. Every effort will be made to increase its
usefulniess during the coming vear, especially to
European countries other than France.
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The out-of-town service, by which books are
mailed to Annual Members living or vacationing
outside of Paris, has also grown remarkably. It has
extended not only to France, but to Algeria, Bel-
gium, Czechoslovakia, Denmark, Hungary, Italy,
Spain and Switzerland, a total of 2,753 books having
been sent to 391 members. Anvbody in Europe can
take advantage of this service, and it is the only means
by which most of our members can keep in touch
with current American publications.

Finance

The present year opens with the Library in a much
stronger financial condition than ever before. Seven
Patrons, nine Life Membersand 119 new Annual Mem-
bers were added during the year ; the endowment fund
was increased by $1,000 and the reserve fund by
"Frs. 134,050. The invested funds of the Library
increased from § 45,134.85 to §60,046.85.

The new endowment was established by Dr. Emest
H. Lines, in memory of his son, Howard Burchard
Lines, a volunteer in the American Field Service with
the French Army, who died at La Grange au B01.s,
Argonne, in December, 1916, snd who now rests in
the American cemetery at Suresnes. This is the sec-
ond American who died on French soil tobe commem-
orated in this way, the other being Alan Seeger,
who was killed on the field of Belloy-en-Santerre,
France, on July 4, 1916. Commemoration of this
sort is peculiarly fitting in this Library, which is in
itself a memorial to the American soldiers for whom
it was first established. )

It was again necessary, during the closing days of
December, to make a public appeal for funds in order to
bring the income of the Library up to the amount re-
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quired to secure the full grant from the Laura Spel-
man Rockefeller Memorial. This grant provided that
the sum of § 4,000 a year should be contributed uncon-
ditionally to the Library over a period of three years,
and that a further contribution should be made of one
dollar for every two dollars secured by the Library
from other sources, above an operating budget of
S 24,000, to a maximum of §6,000. In other words,
if the Library succeeded in securing during 1927 from
sources other than the Memorial a total of $ 36,000,
the Memorial would give the Library $ 6,000, in addi-
tion to the original $4,000.

By the middle of December, the income for the
year was some §6,000 short of the required sum, and
the situation was explained in the Paris newspapers.
This had been done the year before, in similar cir-
cutnstances, with most gratifying results, but I confess
I was a little sceptical about our being able to do the
same thing again. However, it was an excellent oppor-
tunity to test the place which the Library held in
public esteem, and the result was even more remark-
able than the vear before.

There was no personal solicitation of any kind,
merely a statement day by day in the Paris papers
of the Library’s needs, and the progress of the cam-
paign, with the result that contributions came in in
the most generous fashion, and on the morning of the
last day, a telegram was received from a friend of the
Library temporarily absent from Paris, pledging
himself to make up any deficit that might exist, while
about noon a messenger came in with a blank check
signed by another friend, with instructions to fill it
out for any amount that might be needed to secure
the full Memorial grant. A list of the donations will
be found on another page, and it is peculiarly grati-
fving to note that they came from French as well as
from American sources.
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The credit for the success of the campaign is, of
course, due to the American newspapers published
in Paris, which not only gave generously of their space,
but developed the publicity with unremitting enthu-
siasm. The Library has had many reasons heretofore
to be grateful for their interest and cordial support,
but never more so than on this occasion, nor will it
'soon forget how, for a second time, its friends rallied
to it in its hour of need.

The President of the Board of Trustees refers in his
Teport to the fact that the Memorial has continued
its grant for the years 1928 and 1929, on slightly differ-
ent conditions, but in the same amount. It has
agreed to contribute one dollar for every $ 3.50 received
by the Library from other sources, so that this year
we shall have to secure the sum of §35,000 in order
to qualify for the full grant of $10,000. Needless to
Say, every effort will be made to do this.

The year’s record

It is unnecessary to give here any detailed account
of the year’s work, since a report from each department
will be found appended, but there are certain features
of which special mention should be made.

One of the major accomplishments of the year was
the taking of a complete inventory—the first which
had been made since the Library was opened. Hereto-
fore there have been guesses and estimates as to the
Dumber of books the Library possessed, based upon

€ number of accessions and withdrawals, but the
Tecords were admittedly incomplete, nor could any
account be taken of losses, since there was no way of
ascertaining them without an inventory. Our i-ata-
logue listed many books which, as a matter of afct,
Were no longer in the Library, and had not been for
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several years, a state of affairs certain to cause con-
fusion.

For the benefit of those unfamiliar with hbrary
inventory procedure, it might be explained that the
Catalogue department keeps what is called a shelf-list
4 card record of every book which has been placed
on the shelves of the Library, the cards being arranged
in drawers in exactly the same order that the books
are arranged on the shelves. When a book i1s addec
to the shelves, a card is added to the shelf-list ; wher
book is discarded or withdrawn for any reason, 1
card is also withdrawn. The shelf-list, then, ougl
to be an accurate record of the books as they stand ¢
the shelves. To take an imventory, the shelf-list
compared card by card with the corresponding boo!
and those that are not on the shelves or are not
circulation are marked missing. (It may be adc
that this is one of the many technical details of e
cient library administration whose existence is ne
suspected by the public !)

Our inventory was taken in this way, section
section. As a result, we know now exactly how m
books we have and how many we have lost. As
been expected, the inventory disclosed that the )
had been considerable, totalling 1,659 wolume
non-fiction and 1,645 volumes of fiction.

1 may say at once that this was considerably
than had been feared, and does not seem to me ¢
sive in view of the long period of time covered b
inventory and the imperfect conditions undex -
the Library was necessarily conducted duriy
early years. If it had been possible from th
to keep its withdrawal records with scrupulous
racy, the losses shown would, in my opinion
been less than half as many.

The inventory was, in a way, a test and a -
tion of the open-shelf system which has alwrs~
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in vogue in this library. Under this system, the
public is permitted unrestricted access to the books,
where 1t may browse and read and examine to its
heart’s content. There are some objections to it—
books often get misplaced and sometimes get stolen—
but its advantages to the users of a library are so great
that it has more and more come to be recognized in
America as by all odds the best practice for small
and medium-sized libraries. Even the largest h-
braries are constantly extending their open-shelf
sections.

But it has always been regarded with scepticism
by European librarians, and we have often been assur-
ed that we would find it impracticable, ‘because of
the fact that the European public was not educated
to it. We ourselves have had a haunting fear from
time to time that it might be necessary to abandon
it. (In this connection it is amusing to recall the
advice of the commissary of police who paid us a
visit one day, and who was firmly of the opinion that
if we wanted to keep our books we would either have
to bar the public away from them or put aman at the
door to s=arch each rerson as he went out !)

It is therefore quite a triumph that the inventory
shows the losses to have been little, if any, greater
than they would have been in America, and I am
sure that, owing to the improved supervision which
is now possible, very few of the losses are recent ones.
‘Then, too, we are getting our public educated in the
use of books and in freedom of access to them. We
are proud of the fact that there has grown up here
that feeling of mutual trust and esteem which exists
between every American library and its users, and
which is the result of cheerful and impartial service
on one side and of respect for the library rules on the
other.

The losses indicated by the inventory have been
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carefully reviewed, the important ones have beer
replaced, and all others have been withdrawn from th
catalogue, which now includes only the books actual
possessed by the Library. This inventory was,
course, principally the work of the Catalogue depa
ment, which has, in addition, brought the union ca
logue of American law books in Paris to complet
and carried on its usual activities, cataloguin
total of 5,660 volumes during the year, as w¢
revising several categories.

It will be noted from the report of the Cata
department that a total of 2,594 volumes were
drawn during the year. Cf these 2,166 were §
for the fiction collection was gone over very ca
and a large number of old and second-rate nov
unneeded duplicates weeded out. The total
of volumes now in the library, after deduct
losses shown by the inventory, is 37,023.

The Reference Service on Intermationa!l
was reorganized during the year, and is n
tioning smoothly as an integral part of the
Its most important work is the collection <
ization of official data and source materiz
to economic and political conditions in Ei
the placing of this material at the service of a:
Its collections have been steadily growi:
scope and importance, and more and wmc
workers in these subjects have been ma
them. A considerable portion of its curx
is made available to the general public
the European Economic and Political &
is now published regularly twice a mon+tk
volume was completed in September :
exceedingly valuable compendium con
ical and economic developments in X,
the year. The Survey, while steadily ;
nition, has not yet attained the wid

7
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which it deserves, and which, once secured, will enable
the Service not only to enlarge and improve it, but
. also to strengthen the other departments of its work.
Every effort is being made to introduce it to a wider
public. The work accomplished by this department
is described in detail in the report of its director.
Special mention should be made of the bibliography
of official European publications, for which the
demand has been so great that it is now being revised
and will be re-issued.

The reference collection has been considerably en-
larged and strengthened during the year, but, as the
report of this department makes evident, the problem
of space has become more and more pressing. Various
adjustments have been made and the shelf-room
increased a little, but the department has reached
its ultimate limit of expansion in its present quarters.
While everything possible is done to reduce the noise
and movement in the reference room to a minimum,
the conditions are far from ideal, especially for the
students—and there are many of them—who come
to us to do a sustained and serious piece of work. This
is one of the most important departments of the Li-
brary, and it is a matter of real concern that it cannot
function more efficiently. Perhaps its limitations are
more apparent to us than to most of the people who
use it, but we should all like to make it a model of
its kind.

The registration figures show that for the first
time in the Library’s historyv, the number of I‘rench
members enrolled during the year has exceeded the
number of British members. Americans come first,
as alwavs, with a total of 1,040 ; the Irench come
second with 459 ; and the British third with ;2a.
There were also 163 new members of various other
nationalities. A total of 946 free cards were issued
to students, and 181 such cards were renewed. About
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one-thind, therefore, of the circulation work of the
Library is with students and teachers holding these
special cards. Every effort is made to increase the
efficiency of this service, and to spread knowledge
of it among the institutions whose teachers and stu-
dents are entitled to it. A list of these institutions
will be found on another page.

The Library received a number of notable gifts of
books, which will be found listed in the report of the
Order department. The total number of books
received as gifts during the year was 6,189— signmal
proof of how constantly the Library and its needs
are present in the minds of its friends. Such of these
books as were needed were added to the shelves ar
placed in stock, the remainder were added to the
Book Distribution stock to be presented to European
libraries.

The Order department, which was set up only a
little more than a year ago, is now thoroughly organ-
ized and is functioning most efficiently. It has not
only relieved the Director of a vast amount of detail
work, but has done a great deal of original research
ans has undertaken a task which I have had in mind
for a longtime. Owing to lack of resources, it hasnot
hitherto been possible to develop this Library in as
entirely orderly and systematic way. During its
early years, very few books were purchased ; prac-
tically all of its accessions came as gifts, and it was
inevitable that there should be many weak spots in
its collections.

The Order department has therefore been checking
over the Library’s catalogue with the standard bibliog-
raphies in order to ascertain where these weak spots
lay, and to strengthen them by the purchase of needed
books. When this work is completed and the needed
books secured, we can be confident of possessing 2
balanced and well-rounded library. I may add that,
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in so far as recent books are concerned, we have all
been gratified by the strength of the Library’s collec-
tions.

Some of the lists which have been handled are : No-
table books of the year 1925 published in the United
States ; The Santa Fe Bookshelf, a list of books on
the Southwest which appeared in the I’ublishers
Weekly of June 11, 1927 ; a list of books dealing with
holidays in America and throughout the world,
prepared by the Reference department ; a list of the
books of first importance in the study of American
history, prepared by the American Historical Associa-
tion ; important series of American biograplhy ; books
dealing with law which should be in a public library,
suggested by a leading publisher of law books in the
United States ; a list of books on music suggested
by an authority on this subject who has wished to
have the Library well equipped to help the many stu-
dents in Paris and its vicinity ; the list of important
religious books, 1920-7, prepared by the .\merican
labrary Association ; technical books which should
be in a library of this size, aided by lists sent us by
the New York Public Library, the Carnegie Library
of Pittsburgh and the Engineering Societies Library ;
and finally the valuable list of recent reference books
of the year compiled by Miss Mudge in the Library
Journal. Library Bulletins are carefully recad, and
suggestions made in their pages have been studied
and pondered. It seems as if, through such processes,
the Library had grown more syvstematically and in-
telligently than might have been hoped if the income,
small enough at best, had been allowed to go for those
titles very much in demand at one moment or another,
but not in the field designated as the one to be
strengthened by slow but sure steps.

The report of the Circulation department shows
that, out of a total circulation of 113,543, the fiction
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percentage was 64.6. For 1925 it was 72 9, for 1926,
69 %, so we are gradually working down toward the
509, which seems to me desirable for this library. The
reduction has been due, of course, to the very large
number of interesting and attractive non-fiction titles
received during the year. It is perhaps needless to
say that I have no feeling whatever against the reading
of fiction, but believe that, in a library of this sort, it
should bulk considerably less than in the average
public library. On the other hand, our Circulation
department is supported by people who use it largely
for recreational reading, and we feel it our duty to
supply this within reasonable limits. As usual, liter-
ature bulks largest after fiction, with a total of 10,000,
biography comes next with 6,512, and after that
travel with 4,410, history with 3,667, and fine arts
with 2,9084. It is interesting to note the steady in-
crease in non-fiction circulation over recent years, the
exact figures being as follows : 1921, 31,035; 1922
26,080 ; 1923, 30,369 ; 1924, 31,990 ; 1925, 32,058
1926, 39,404 ; 1927, 41,946. Mention should also
be made of the completion of the important task
of selecting for the library of the University of War-
saw the collection of books representative of American
thought provided for by an anonymous gift of $ 1,500,
made through the President of Vassar College.
The circulation of magazines from the Periodi
department reached the unusual total of 5,056 for
the vear, and there has been an increase in the wor
there in other ways. The reference work in connec
tion with our bound periodical files is now done there,
and there has been a thorough overhauling of the
pamphlet files. Wehave also, during the year, sent t©
American libraries two lists of periodicals needed 10
complete our back files, and have received a most
generous response, so that our files are growing rap-
idly. Periodical files form perhaps the most val-
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uable part of a library’s reference collection, and we
are trying to build up here a complete file from 1goo
of every American periodical which is included in any
of the indexes. -

The French department has continued its selection
of outstanding French books for inclusion in the
A. L. A. Booklist, in which work M. René Lalou, the
well known littérateur and critic, has continued most
generously to give his collaboration. A great deal
of bibliographical research has also beerf done, and the
task of compiling the union list of American serials
in the other libraries has been practically completed,
so that our Periodical department is now able to
tell any inquirer whether any American serial is
available here and, if so, where it may be found. We
have also arranged that anyone armed with a letter
of introduction from this library may have access to
these serials, no matter wherethey are. Furthermore,
we are s2nding a complete list of our serials to other
libraries, in order that they may be able to give a
similar service to their readers.

The Library has been able to assist the Paris Li-
brary School by the gift of a collection of books for
practice classification and cataloguing, and has been
glad to give practice work in various departments to
its pupils. It is naturally interested most deeply in
the promotion of technical library education in Europe
and considers it a privilege to help even a little in this
direction.

Its contacts with European librairies, universities
and other organizations have been maintained and
extended ; its bi-monthly lists of accessions are widely
distributed and warmly welcomed ; it has answered
hundreds of bibliographical inquiries from all parts
of the continent ; has furnished suggestive books and
- other material on American library architecture for
the projected new building at the University of Lyons .
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has welcomed scores of visiting librarians and shown
them the workings of the Library, and has tried to
fulfil, in so far as lay within its power, the function
so happily phrased by M. Roland Marcel, as a « bridge-
head of American culture in Europe ».

Admintstration

The organization of the work of the Library into
departments, which was made in 1926, has been further
perfected during 1927. There have been compara-
tively few staff changes during the year, and such
vacancies as occurred were filled by persons possessing
thorough library training and experience, carefully
selected for the special sort of work they were expected
to do. It has been possible, by reorganizing the work
of the Catalogue department and shifting the care of
stock records to the Order department, to dispense
with one assistant there, and by a re-assignment of
duties, to render another superfluous, so that the
number of full-time assistants is now twenty-five
instead of twenty-:even.

We have also been able, by a few shifts, to arrange
the hours so that the entire work, both in the circula-
tion and reference departments and in the periodical
room, is performed by trained American librarians,
who know their tools and who are equipped to give
the public the best possible service.

The American Library in Paris is not the creation
of amateurs, but of specially-trained men and wome2
of broad experience. Its success has not been the
result of chance, but of intelligent application of
methods and principles approved by the best library
practice, and of technical ability of a high order. It

has been due, too, in no small degree, to the perSOﬂff11
qualities of its staff.
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The Library is exceptionally fortunate in its staff.
There are few libraries with a personnel of such uniform-
ly thorough training and experience, or so well
qualified in every department for the special work
it has to perform. This is due entirely to the fact
that the Library has acquired a prestige which draws
to it applications for positions from trained and expe-
rienced librarians from all over the United States.
‘There are at present on file more than fifty such appli-
cations, and two or three new ones are received every
week. Most of the members of the staff come to it on
a year’s leave of absence from their own libraries, and
I think it is a compliment to the character of the work
here that when they can arrange to stay a second year
they invariably do so.

Too-frequent staft changes, especially in department
heads, are, of course, to be deplored, and the system
of organization toward which we are working provides
for permanent department heads, but with the other
positions open to trained and properly qualified li-
brarians who are desirous of having a year of Furopean
experience, and who can secure leave of absence for
that time from the libraries where they are permanent-
ly employed. We have already proved how mutually
beneficial this arrangement is. We, on our side,
secure the services of a staff far more highly-trained
and more experienced than would otherwise be possible,
and are kept in close touch with American libraries,
to which we are constantly sending back missionaries
familiar with the work we are doing and competent
to tell of it. On the other hand, a vear in Paris and
the variety of experience which this library gives is
of great value to these temporary members of our
staff, who return to America with a broadened
outlook, an enriched background and a better
comprehension of world conditions, from which their
libraries and their future work are certain to benefit.
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A gift received during the year from the Library
Overseas Fellowship, which is composed of librarians
who served in France with the American Army during
and immediately after the war, has made it possible
to equip an attractive rest-room for the use of the
staff, a comfort which has been badly needed.

I have already referred to a certain mystic quality
of the service here. It is a quality which results in a
really exceptional devotion, a determination to do
one's best, and a cheerful willingness to undertake
any extra work which may be necessary. I think it
is not too much to say that the members of the staff
love their library and their work.

The character of their esprit de corps can be illus-
trated by two incidents out of many which might be
quoted. When the question of taking an inventory
came up last summer, the staff, against my protest,
unanimously volunteered to do a large part of the
work on Sundays and holidays, rather than close
the Library when it would otherwise have been open,
so that it was necessary to close only for two days.
During the Legion Convention, they cheerfully contrib-
uted many extra hours to assure an expert and unin-
terrupted service at the six special reading-rooms.

The staff has been especially happy in its contacts
with the public. It has not only given of its bestto
every visitor to the Library, but has made the visitor
feel that it welcomed the opportunity to be of service.
Our work is often complimented not only for its qual-
ity, but for the cheerful way in which it is performed,
and this reputation for whole-hearted service, gladly
rendered, is one of the things of which the Library 1S
most proud. ‘
The future

The past vear has, then, witnessed a number, of
important accomplishments, as well as a progress,
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slow but steady, in the serious work which is the
Library’s special function. There is every reason
to believe that this will continue, and that the mainte-
nance of the Library upon its present plane is fairly
well assured. But no one really interested in its possi-
bilities can be content to see it continue on its present
plane, useful as that plane may be. The utility of
its work is, I think, beyond question ; its extension is
mesrely a matter of adequate equipment and resources.

Nothing has been more evident during the past
year than that the Library has practically reached its
limit of development in its present quarters. Itis so
crowded that efficiency and economy of administration
are seriously interfered with—crowded not only with
books, but with the users of the books. Owing to
the inadequacy of the regular stacks, it has been neces-
sary to shelve nearly half the books in two dark and
unheated buildings in the court, where they are most
inconvenient of access. Asforthe people, the reference
room is totally inadequate to the demands made upon
it ; we are forced to use as a newspaper reading-room
a room without windows, where artificial light must
be employed all day long and where proper ventilation
is impossible ; and for our children’s books we are
compelled to use two cubicles, one over the concierge’s
loge and the other an entry through which everyone
must pass in going to and from the reading-rooms.
The need of new quarters is, therefore, more pressing
than ever.

And by « new quarters » I mean a modern American
library building, conveniently located, designed for
the special uses which the Library’s service demands
and adequate to them. Nothing less than that would
justify removal from the present location, which,
whatever its drawbacks, has become so thoroughly
identified with the Library and so well-known, and
which possesses so great a sentimental value.
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Moreover, the Library should possess an assured
income, sufficient to enable it greatly to expand and
strengthen its book collections, to secure permanent,
expert administration of each department, and to
meet fully every legitimate demand made upon it
from any quarter of Europe.

These secured, we should proceed to the opening
of a branch in every capital—not a large branch, but
a sort of relay station, through which the needs of
the teachers and scholars of each country may be
ascertained and promptly met. I believe that quarters
for these branches would in every instance be gladly
given us in the National library or some other public
institution, and that the money necessary to carry
them on would be provided by associations in the
United States of the nationals of the various countries.

My vision of the work this library could accomplish
has not changed. Its influence could penetrate to
every corner of Europe ; it could render an immense
service not only to teachers and students interested
in American subjects, but also to the United States, in
correcting misconceptions, in preventing misunder-
standings and in promoting throughout Europe a truer
knowledge of American life and thought and of Amer-
ican ideals.

I cannot close this report without referring to the
whole-hearted support and codperation given me by
the Board of Trustees, as well as a confidence which I
have appreciated most deeply.

Burton STEVENSON,
Darector
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REFERENCE SERVICE
ON INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS

The year 1927 marked a continuation of the steady
progress made by the Reference Service on Interna-
tional Affairs since its foundation four years ago.
During the period under review, the position of the
Department as a reliable information centre on Eu-
ropean affairs became more generally recognized and
its various services more extensively used ; the pub-
lication activity was expanded, the library was en-
larged and more widely used by an ever-growing
number of readers.

When material development is spoken of here, it is
to be understood in the relative sense. Owing to the
limmited funds, there could be no question of undertaking
extensive improvements or embarking upon new ambi-
tious programs, highly desirable as these might have
appeared in certain cases. Moreover, the year 1926
having closed with a not inconsiderable deficit, it did not
seem wise to takeup fresh enterprises until the finances
had returned to normal, but rather, to develop the
lines already laid and within the limits of the funds
that could be counted upon. Of course, the great
preoccupation during the year was to balance the
budget and to eliminate the deficit carried over from
the preceding year, and the efforts made in this direc-
tion met with complete success.

For this and in general for all the work that it was
possible to accomplish last year, full credit is due to
the present staff, who have been unsparing in their
efforts for the benefit of their organization.

Publications

To turn now to the different lines of activity of the
Reference Service during the past year, a review of
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