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THE AMERICAN LIBRARY IN PARIS

The American Library in Paris is one of the oldest private American cultural
institutions in Paris and the largest English-language Library in France with
over 150,000 volumes and 280 periodicals. Founded in 1920, the Library is an

endnweg(gnembershlp |n5‘trt‘l;i‘:r0& operated on a non-profit basis.

A

G TO establish and maintain in Paris and elsewhere a Library or
libraries of books, periodicals and papers in English and other
languages.

0 TO carry on in connection with said library or libraries such
other activites as may now or hereafter be deemed properly

A incidental to the work of a library corporation.

L TO aid in the international exchange of information about

books, libraries and library methods.

S TO promote cordial relations between France and the United
States through mutual association in library work.

Hﬂmo}"r ’MM/

SERVICES: Circulation and Photocopying. Clrculatlon and use of the Reading
Room available to members.

COLLECTIONS: Reference, General fiction and non-fiction, Amé;j.carft—
erature, Amer istory, Children’s books, Parmdlcals Tglorsial o a’
= : T Ferak D [ bt e

HOURE: Tuesday through Fnday 27p.m. aturday 10 a.m.-7 p.m. Closed
Sundays, Mondays, holidays and-the-monthrof-August. cnd (ST el

epnlewtler
TELEPHONE: 551.46.82. 0 Sepl
HeBlu 5%

BRANCHES: Grenoble, Montpeilier, Nancy, Nantes, Toulouse.

REPORT 1975-1977

Report of the Chairman of the American Library in Paris.

The signal event of these years is the start of the transformation of the main
premises into a safer and more convenient library thanks to the grant in 1975
of $275,000 from the Agency for International Development under the
provisions of the program of aid to American schools and hospitals abroad.
We are the first library to so benefit.

Remodeling that began in late 1975 and ended in September 1977 included
the construction of a roof-terrace to comply with zoning regulations, laying
down new floors and staircases, installation of better lighting and heating fix-
tures, and replacement of wood shelving with steel. Painting, carpeting, new
furniture and equipment are conditional on another grant.

With this first phase of improvement over, all collections and services are
housed anew in the refurbished space, making the Monttessuy Wing, one of
the Library’s two properties, available for rent again.

In 1977 the Agency for International Development added $25,000 to the
original grant for the purchase of books and magazines. With this sum many
worn or missing books are being replaced.

Since 1966 the Library has shared its space with the American College in
Paris in return for an institutional fee. In mid-1977 the College rented the
vacant Monttessuy Wing. The Library and the College are now looking
beyond this lease to a comprehensive agreement that will make the collec-
tions of each institution truly complementary and accessible to all users. ./~

In the summer o the Blind DeWerated by the Junior Guild
of the Ameri ro-Cathedral moved to+éw quarters.

Other noteworthy events of the years under review were the receipt in 1975
of a legacy of $75,000 from the late Ethelbert Warfield, a longtime benefactor
of the Library and the offer in 1976 of $200,000 from an American foundation
contingent on matching donations of at least $75,000. This goal has been met
and these gifts will increase the endowment by some $300,000.

Friends of the Library also responded to the Library's annual appeal for
operating funds so essential to the continued existence of the Library.

Respectfully submitted,
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FACTS AND FIGURES: ANNUAL-AVERAGE
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CIRCULATION OF LIBRARY MATERIALS FOR HOME USE
Adult books ..y cwwvon siaies e evesass s 49,000
Juvenile . ...z s v e sl e v E et 9,000
Periodicals . ..uia wan ssmeases s svwminge v s 5,000
REFERENCE SERVICES PERFORMED 02
Requests forinformation ............ccceoeeiiuenvnn.. 9,000 r,;r;f-"
Beoks requested from stacks for building or home use . ( 17,000/'-.'-',.—-"
Back periodicals requested for buildinguse ............ ,000
PHOTODUPLICATION SERVICE
Photocopiesmade .........ccoiiiieninineacinrannn 56,000
SERVICE DATA
Total number of individual subscribers ................ 1,500
Breakdown by nationality & percentage:
AMEricans ........coveiiiviiinriininnn. 43 %
French ... ... .., 42 %
British . ... 5 %
Other .. i swieiaium v sl sem v 10 %
American College Group Subscription ................ 450
PUBLIGATIONS '
Thomas Jefferson and Benjamin Franklin; Short Blbllographlcal
“Notes Based Principally on Secondary Sources. A bibliography
. in English and French to mark the Bicentennial.
Selected List of Periodical Holdings.
Speiel -Evente’ Qrey
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Book Sales: Aprdl 1age 3 Novrctafe 7
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REPORT 1975-1977

INCOME AND EXPENDITURES: ANNUAL AVERAGE
RECEIPTS
Subscriptions . ........c i e $33,000
Miscellaneousreceipts . ............ccoiiiiiirann..n 18,000
Interest .. ..o i e e 31,000
American College institutionalfee .................. 12,000
Rental ....... ..ot s sm s e 34,000
Poolt =L 2 3y-
DISBURSEMENTS:
Library materials & binding ........................ $16,000
Building operation & maintenance .................. 30,000
Administrative expenses ............ciiiiiiiinan.. 21,000
%’i}plt&ﬂ Telatad BOStE < uuw s v s i W g 16,000
grsonnel 137 000

FUND RAISING

The Library’s accounts are audited annually by Peat, Marwick, Mitchell & Co.

Audits are
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BRANCHES 1975-1977

Nineteen seventy-six marked the nty- fifth year of the American
Library’s branch- -operation and the temﬁ‘?gar of the cooperative arrangement
with the French l}rqversmes/{n 1974 the" ‘Library opened its fifth branch,
situated in Nancy’s ngson de Culture. The ather branches are located in
Grenoble, Toulouse,fl'ir‘lontpelller and Nantes. -

There are-approximately 3,080 subscribers berrowing books from our bran-
ches. That amounts to-nearly two thirdsof the total number in the «systemy»
of the American Library in Panszranch membership is composed of students
in the large majority, but there is also a good representation of non-student
members in every branch. In addition, these provincial American libraries ser-
ve as a «khome away from home» for the Americans living in the cities where
they are located.

During the past three years; 9,168 books have been added ta the branch
collections, whose holdifigs have more than doubled-during the past ten
years. There are-now more than 8,000 voLume/sfln each of\the branches, ex-
cept for thehewly created library in Nancy, which contains 4,000 books.

" The American Library in Paris fulfils its obligations to enrich the branch
collections through the cataloguing of duplicate books received as gifts, and
through purchase, with funds donated for that purpose. During the past three
, years, the L|brary has been able to meet all its obligations to the branches on a

,_budget o) )0/a year, provided through private gifts. No funds are [
a[!tggﬁted by ﬁ_é:ﬁ?nerican Library in Paris for branch support. ™ (¢ 2 .J', T

"' In all cases the branches are located in ample, attractive quarters, con-
veniently located for the majority of users. They continue to play a role in their
communities that goes beyond that of simple lending libraries. Some con-
stitute embryonic cultural centers, with exhibits, classes |n conversational
English, paetryreadipgs, and SOON. . fred L /,4 &

Frowiyd 6 [ [aduGe r‘_,_;,. AT I,
In every case the branches are well mtegrated into the communities the\;
serve, and represent ideal cultural transplants of the United States in a highly
receptive milieu.
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FFIEERS-AND DIRECTORS 1977

Chairman

1st Vice-Chairman
2nd Vice-Chairman
Secretary
Treasurer
Assistant Treasurer

Benjamin T. Pierce

Mrs. Randolph A. Kidder
John A. Bovey, Jr.

Mrs. Johnson Garrett
Richard H. Stolienwerck
David Gibson

) S: The American Ambassador; Mrs. Christian H. Aall, Roger
Asselineau, John H. Atherton, John A. Bovey, Jr., Pau! Charmant, Simon
J. Copans, Ctesse Alain d'Eudeville, Mrs. Archbold Foote, Mrs. Johnson
Garrett, Miss Elizabeth Gempp, Harvey S. Gerry, David Gibson, Miss Olivia de
Havilland, Mrs. Francis O. Hunnewell, Mrs. Randolph A. Kidder,
Mme Antoine de Laire, Herbert M. Lobl, Benjamin T. Pierce, Mrs. Benjamin
T. Pierce, Mme Edouard du Souzy, Richard H. Stollenwerck, Robert F. Swift,
John E. Utter.

Officers and Directors serve without fee.

Managing Librarian, Main Library Clifford H. de Roode
Associate Librarian and Director of Branches Harry Goldberg
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' The Ar{werican Library is supported in part by
\ donations. Gifts may be made payable to The
American-Library-inParis, Inc., and are deductible
for U.S. income tax purposes. A contribution of

$ 100 or mo utomatically. entitles the giver to
activéxannual mbership\ with~ full library
privileges~for one year from date of donation.
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