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THE AMERICAN

For thirty-five years American books as ambassa-
dors of friendship have carried the story of the
Anglo-Saxon world to the people of France through
The American Library in Paris.

Better understanding of the United States by the
people of France grows in importance in the com-
plex world situation of today. The Library per-
forms a vital service in interpreting to our French
friends the American philosophy of life, American
customs and American culture,

1920- 1955

The American Library was founded in 1920 by
American residents in Paris with an endowment
from the American Library Association and a gift
of books from the A. E. F. Library.

During the 1920’s and the 1930’s the Library
gained in importance and expanded its services. It
weathered the depression, World War II and the
German occupation when it was probably the only
spot in occupied Europe where books in Engllsh
could be freely read.

At the end of 1953 the Main Library moved
from the Rue de Téhéran to 129 Avenue des
Champs Elysées where it now has over 3,000 sub-
scrlbmg members including Government minis-
tries, industrial and commercial firms, researchers,
students and other readers in many walks of life.

From 1951 onward, with funds made availab’
under contract with the American Governmerre
Information Services, the Library opened branches
at Roubaix, Toulouse, Rennes, Montpellier, Gre-
noble, and Nantes. 3,145 members are now enrolled
at these branches which have brought American
reading rooms and documentation centers to re-
gions that have never before had such services.
151,027 persons visited the branches in 1954
156,155 books and magazines were circulated for
home reading.

The demand for new branches in other parts of
France is steadily increasing.

A forthcoming study of American cultural re-
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sources in Europe prepared by Professor Sigmund
Skard of the University of Oslo refers to the Li-
brary as “one of the most important specialized
American collections in Europe.”

Circulation of Books and Magazines

1954 circulation in the libraries:

Main Library, Paris ............ 127,838

Left Bank Branch, Paris......... 10,087 *
Roubaix .........cocciiivinn. 25,700
CToulouse ....ovvveviiinnnn.. 26,109
Rennes .awws o wsossams v e e 33,543
Montpellier ................... 24,058
Grenoble ............ . ..., 27,080
Nantes ......ovvveveeeneennens 19,665
294,080

*figures for 7 months. This branch closed temporarily.

In addition thousands of persons visited the Li-
braries’ reading rooms.

The Avenue des Champs Elysees, Paris. The Main
Library is at No. 129, to the left, near the Etoile.



Reference Service

Trained librarians in a well-equipped reference
room at the Main Library assist researchers and
students from all parts of Europe.

An extensive mail service provides information
for persons in the provinces and in the colonies.
Books are sent to industrial concerns, to professors,
students and readers in general outside Paris.

Lists of books in many fields are provided to
guide subscribers in their reading.

Stocks of books are sent to local libraries; Rouen,
Le Havre, Rennes and other cities have received
such loans.

Long-term loans of books and magazines hz
also been made to the American Community Scho...
of Paris, to the Foyer International des Etudiantes,
Paris, to the Dependents’ School, U.S. Air Forces,
Fontainebleau and to the Collége de 'Europe Libre
en Exil, Strasbourg.

Sources of Book Supply

Publishers supply outstanding new books. Many
authors send their latest works.

Donations of money are received for purchases
in special fields.

Numerous friends in France and the United
States send books and magazines.

A portion of the annual budget is set aside for
the purchase of technical books and replacements.

Toulouse. The Library’s branch
in that city is located at 75 Bou-
levard Carnpot.

M
TOULOUSE ON;DELL;c-—?
&

QOutline map of France, showing locations of
‘The American Library in Paris and its branches.

The Main Library collection now numbers some
80,000 books and 250 magazines regularly received.

There is always a need for more books and more
magazines: Send these to the Main Library in Paris.
Special labels for this purpose are furnished at the
U.S. Headquarters, Books and magazines can be
ailed in packages or strong manila clasp envel-
upes marked “Book Post.” Parcels may not weigh
more than 6 1bs. 9 ozs. Postage is 23¢ a pound.

Director and Staff

The director of the Library, Dr. Ian Forbes Fraser,
is assisted by an American librarian, Miss Joann
Karges and an able staff of 17. All librarians at the
branches have received training at the Main Li-
brary.

Dr. Fraser makes an annual lecture tour in the
United States to give a first-hand report on activi-
ties of the Library.




Headquarters in the United States

Mrs. William B. Olmsted, Jr., is the American Rep-
resentative of the Library at 159 East 63rd Street,
New York 21. She keeps the people in America in-
formed of the progress of the Library and its plans
for the future. Under her direction groups of
“Friends of the American Library in Paris” are be-
ing formed in many cities.

We need Your Help!

The American Library in Paris is a private, non-
profit institution. Its income is principally derived
from memberships and donations.

We must have your support to continue and ¢
pand the work of the Library which is of sucu
vital service to the free world.

We need $80,000 for 1955

Please send us your donation now or enroll as a
member:

Donation ...................... $
Sustaining Membership (annual).. 100.00

Contributing Membership (annual) 25.00
Annual Membership ............. 10.00

All contributions are deductible from Federal and
State Income Taxes. Please make checks payable
to American Library in Paris, Inc., and send to
Mrs. William B. Olmsted, Jr., 159 East 63rd Street,
New York 21, N. Y.

A doorway in Roubaix—Entrance
to our branch there, 29 Avenue
Jean-Lebas.,

THE AMERICAN LIBRARY IN PARIS, INC.

National Committee
in the United States

Mr. Elliott H. Lee, Chairman

Mr. Frank Altschul

Hon. Barry Bingham

Hon. & Mrs. Robert Woods Bliss
Mr. Douglas M. Bryant

Mr. Huntington Cairns

Mr. Curtis Wolsey Cate

Hon. & Mrs. Charles S. Dewey
Mr. Douglas H. Gordon

Hon. Joseph Clark Grew

Mr. Philip Hofer

Mr. Arthur A. Houghton

Mr. Meyer Kestnbaum

Mr. Milton E. Lord

Mr. Clark H. Minor

Mr. Theodore Rousseau

Mr. George C. Sharp

Mr. Robert N. Stevens

Mr. Paul Felix Warburg
Judge Eliot Watrous

AMERICAN REPRESENTATIVE
Mrs. William B, Olmsted, Jr.
159 East 63rd Street
New York 21, N. Y.
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THE AMERICAN LIBRARY IN PARIS, INC.

HONORARY OFFICERS

The American Ambassador to France
The French Ambassador to the United States

OFFICERS
President: Mr. Robert H. Blake
1st Vice-President: Mr. James Nolan
2nd Vice-President: Mr. Henri Jégu
Treasurer: Mr. Karl S. Cate
Assistant Treas.: Mr. Parmely W. Herrick
Secretary: Mrs. Johnson Garrett

Director: Ian Forbes Fraser, Ph.D.

TRUSTEES

The American Ambassador to France
Mr. Tupper Barrett

Mrs. Margaret Thompson Biddle
Mr. Robert H. Blake

Mr. Julien Cain

Mrs. Bernard S. Carter

Mr. Karl 8. Cate

Miss Eva Drexel Dahlgren

Mr. Guérin de Beaumont

Hon. Lewis Einstein

Mrs. Johnson Garrett

Mr. Harvey S. Gerry

Mr. Parmely W. Herrick

Mr. Henri Jégu

Miss Isabelle Kemp

Madame André Lévy-Despas
Mr. James Nolan

The Very Rev. Sturgis L. Riddle
Mr. Douglas Schneider

Mr. Max Shoop

Mr. William H. Wise

HONORARY TRUSTEES

Mr. Frank Altschul Mr. James Jerome Hill
Mr. Alan V. Arragon Mr. James Hazen Hyde
Mme. Draper Boncompagni Mr. Milton E. Lord

Mr. Welles Bosworth Mr. Joseph Verner Reed
Mr. Bernard 8. Carter Mr. George C. Sharp
Mr. Malcolm W. Davis Mr. André Siegfried

Mr. John A. Gade Mr. Robert N. Stevens

Mr. Paul Felix Warburg



