
 

To access Ebook Central online click on the eResources page of the American Library website. Select 

Ebook Central from the menu. (Be sure to login with your American Library credentials). 

Basic Search  

 

Step 1. On the main page of Ebook Central you will need to sign in with your American Library card 

number on the right side of the page.  

 



 

Step 2. Once you are signed in you will be taken to the main search page. You have option to do a basic, 

advanced or browse by subjects.  

 

S

 

Step 3. Type your search terms in the search box. 

 



 

Step 4. Review your search results and see if they need to be refined by using the options on the left 

side of the page.  

 

 

 

Step 5. If you find a book that interests you click on the title or you can use the tools below the title of 

book to, download, read online, view table of contents or add to your bookshelf. 

* The citation tool allows you to choose the citation format you need for your paper. Be sure to always 

double check your citation to make sure it is formatted correctly. 

 



Advanced Search 

 

Step 1. When using the advanced search, you can type multiple search terms in the boxes. Consider 

using quotations to get more exact results for what you are looking for. You can also use the functions 

on the right side of the page to better refine your search. 

 

 

 

Step 2. Once the results come up you can browse through the books or better refine your search results.  

 



 

Step 3. When you have found a book you have the option to, read online, download the book, add it to 

your bookshelf, share the link and cite the book. 

* The citation tool allows you to choose the citation format you need for your paper. Be sure to always 

double check your citation to make sure it is formatted correctly. 

 

 

Step 6. The bookshelf option allows you to see books you have downloaded, save your searches and to 

create folders for your searches. 

 

 



Browse by Subject 

 

Step 1. Click on a topic that interest you to see what books come up for that topic. 

 

Step 2. Review your search results and see if they need to be refined by using the options on the left 

side of the page. 

 

 

 

 



Downloading Books 

 

 

Step 1. You have the option to read the book you want online or to download the book. 

 

Step 2. When you choose to read online you will have immediate access to the book.  

 



 

 

Step 3. When you click to download a book, you can download it for 21 days. You will be asked to 

choose what device you are downloading the book from. 

 

 

Step 4. You will need click “Get Adobe Digital Editions” which is a free download, and this will allow you 
to access the book. 

 



 

Step 5. Click install to download Adobe Digital Editions. 

 

 

Step 6. Choose the platform that you are using to determine what edition you need to download to 

access the book you want to read. 

 



 

Step 6. When the download of Adobe is complete you can now download the book. You can select the 

date of the loan which ranges from 1 to 21 days. 

 

 

Step 7. When the download has been completed, your book will be in the Adobe Digital Edition App for 

you to read.  



*You do not have to worry about returning books when you download from Ebook Central using Adobe 

Digital Editions. Books are automatically returned on the due date or you can return it early once you 

have finished by right clicking on the book using your computer and clicking on “Return Borrowed Item.” 


