
In honor of the Libraryôs centennial year, Dr. Carla 
Hayden, the 14th Librarian of Congress, will be visiting the 
Library on Saturday 21 March. She will give a reading for 
young members during a special Saturday Story Time 
event.  

Hayden, the first woman and first African-American to 
lead the Library of Congress, was nominated to the 
position by President Obama and confirmed by the 
Senate in 2016. Prior to this appointment, Hayden served 
as the CEO of the Enoch Pratt Free Library in Baltimore, 
and throughout her career she has played an important 
role in the field of Librarianship, most notably as a past 
president of the American Library Association.  

 As we ring in 2020 and a new decade begins, 
the Library will kick off its centennial year. The 
Libraryôs official birthday falls on 20 May, and 
special events in honor of its century of service will 
take place throughout the calendar year.  

 Festivities will begin on 3 February with ñThe 
Library After Darkò (see page 3) and culminate with 
the Centennial Gala on 28 May at the Automobile 
Club. A feature on our guest speaker will be in the 
spring edition of Ex Libris, and invitations will be 
mailed in March. Other writers who will help us 
celebrate include Centennial Writer-in-Residence 
Geraldine Brooks (see page 8) and spring Visiting 
Fellow Mark Braude.  

 You can help us mark our centennial by 
attending these special events, by sharing a 
testimonialðin any formatðabout what the Library 
means to you, and by giving to Project 100, our 
centennial campaign that will raise funds for the 
American Library of the future. 

  

Marc Weitzmannôs passionately argued polemic Hate: The Rising Tide of 
Anti-Semitism in France (and What it Means for Us) has won the 2019 
American Library in Paris Book Award. Weitzmann, an author, editor, and 
radio personality in Paris, is the first French winner of the Book Award, 
which goes to the most distinguished title of the year, written in English, 
about France and the French. 

In its citation, the 2019 jury said ñMarc Weitzmann blends memoir, 
scholarship and reportage to create a powerful nonfiction study of anti-
Semitism in France today. In prose thatôs by turns expansive and taut, he 
reframes a story we thought we knew, and offers glimmers of clarity into 
whatôs happening in France and beyond. Improbably, by doing so, he offers 
something like hope.ò 

Continued on page 4 
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The Library is pleased to offer two new book groups 
in 2020. Ten other groups are continuing their 
meetings and have limited openings. Please see our 
website to see a full list of groups and their details.  

Participation in our book groups is limited to 
Library members, and sign-up requests (on a first 
come, first served basis) should be made via the online 
form on our website.  

Libraries: Past, Present, and Future 

Led by Jade Vu Henry on Wednesdays 12h30ï14h00  

5 February : The Library Book by Susan Orlean 

4 March: BiblioTech: Why Libraries Matter More 
Than Ever in the Age of Google by John G. Palfrey 

1 April: Palaces for the People: How Social 
Infrastructure Can Help Fight Inequality, 
Polarization, and the Decline of Civic Life by Eric 
Klinenberg 

6 May: The Library Beyond the Book by Jeffrey T. 
Schnapp and Matthew Battles 

 

Prize-Winning American Plays  

Led by Hilary Kaiser on Saturdays 10h30ï12h30 

11 January: Death of a Salesman by Arthur Miller 

22 February: Angels in America by Tony Kushner 

21 March: True West by Sam Shepard 

25 April: Clybourne Park by Bruce Norris 

16 May: The Flick by Annie Baker 

 

French and American Encounters 

Led by Sharon Golec on Thursdays 17h00ï19h00 

30 January: Jean-Jacques Rousseau: Restless Genius 
by Leo Damrosch  

27 February: Founding Brothers: The Revolutionary 
Generation by Joseph J. Ellis  

26 March: The Giant of the French 
Revolution: Danton, A Life by David Lawday  

14 May: When the United States Spoke French: Five 
Refugees Who Shaped a Nation by Fran­ois 
Furstenberg 

After seven years of dedicated service to the 
Library, Pauline Lemasson, our Strategic Partnerships 
Manager, is moving on. Pauline brought enormous 
spirit and grace to the job and to the community as a 
whole. Her contributions during her time here were 
innumerable. She spearheaded the Sponsored 
Membership program which has, to date, raised 
approximately 5,500 euros to provide Library services 
and resources to forty-four new members from 
underserved communities. She worked closely with 
Anglophone institutions and organizations 
throughout Paris to spread the word about the 
Libraryôs services, events, and community.  

In one of her most important roles, Pauline was in 
charge of the Libraryôs extensive volunteer program, 
collaborating with a volunteer coordinator. She also 
had a hand in the Young Authors Fiction Festival, the 
annual Fall Open House, and our cultural programs.  
ñIn many ways, Pauline is irreplaceable. She leads 
with such empathy and naturally creates community,ò 
says Library Director Audrey Chapuis.  

We are happy to know that Pauline will forever be 
a valued member of the Library community, and we 
warmly wish her the best of luck in her next chapter. 
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The newsletter of the American Library in Paris is 

published quarterly. Back issues available online. 

Spread some holiday cheer this 
winter by offering a Library 
membership gift certificate, 
wrapped in one of our sturdy, 
all-cotton tote bags.  

Or, make an equally thoughtful 
giftïto yourself and the 
Libraryïwith a tax-deductible 
donation to our Fall Appeal. 

 



The Library is now accepting applications for Fall 
2020 and Spring 2021 fellows. The fellowship offers 
writers and researchers working on cross-cultural 
topics an opportunity to pursue a creative project in 
Paris for a month or longer while participating actively 
in the life of the American Library. Applicants should 
be working on a project that contributes to 
international discourse, be it fiction, non-fiction, or a 
feature-length documentary film. 

Please see the Library website for further details. 
This application cycle will close on 15 February 2020. 

Show your friends and family that you support 
the Library by wearing a special-edition pin 
featuring our new centennial logo. As an 
independent, non-profit organization that receives 
no government funding, the Library is sustained by 
people like you who believe in the power of 
libraries. You still have time to contribute to the 
Fall Appeal and receive your commemorative pin. 
Contact giving@americanlibraryinparis.org.  

Music, handcrafted cocktails, new Library souvenirs, 
and readings from surprise authors: come experience the 
Library in a different light as we stay open until midnight 
on 3 February for our event, ñThe Library After Darkò 
event. Tickets for this adult-only evening will go on sale 
in January and additional information will be included in 
January editions of e-Libris. All proceeds from this 
fundraiser benefit the Library. 

A posthumously published copy of Alan Seegerôs 
letters and diary was donated to our original Paris 
location in 1920 by Seegerôs father Charles, the first 
president of our Board of Trustees. Alan Seeger, a major 
American poet of the early 20th century, served in the 
French Foreign Legion during the Great War and is 
today honored by a statue in Parisôs place des £tats-
Unis. His father was the major donor to the initial 
fundraising drive to establish and incorporate the 
American Library in Paris after the War.  

The unique volume of Alan Seegerôs letters and 
journals pictured below made its way to the English-
language Library in Angers, or ELLIA, where it stayed 
until this summer, when director Phoebe Marshall-
Raimbeau donated it back to us. An independent, 
nonprofit lending library, ELLIA started as one of our 
provincial branches in Nantes in the 1950s. It closed 
briefly in the 1980s, but was energetically reestablished 
in 1993 with a move to its current location in Angers. 
Until 2002, when our two libraries officially separated, 
their books were ordered, catalogued, and prepared by 
librarians in Paris.  

We are honored that this storied tomeôs latest home is 
in our Special Collection. 


