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    The Library will welcome fall 
Visiting Fellows Anna Leahy and 
Doug Dechow in the early days 
of October. The friendly, erudite 
husband-wife duo will focus 
their month in Paris on a project 
about flight, and particularly the 
history of Concorde.  
   The couple are on the faculty 
of Chapman University in 
California. Leahy, a 
poet, is director of 
undergraduate 
research and creative 
activity and associate 
director of the MFA in 
creative writing. 
Dechow (pronounced 
Decko) is Chapmanôs 
sciences, digital 

humanities, and English 
librarian. They are also proud 
flight geeks, passionate about 
airplanes and space. They will 
speak on Wednesday 26 
October about their new book, 
Generation Space, an 
exploration of historic aircraft.  
   Please see the website for their 
other events during their stay. 

   The Library reopened its doors at the end 
of August after a three-month period of 
renovation. 

   As finishing touches ensued, the first 
visitors were able to see for themselves what 
all the work has been about: a new 
windowed street fa­ade, a relocated 
entryway, a dramatic commons stretching 
across the front, a handsome principal 
reading room lined with wooden bookcases, 
new stairs to a new mezzanine floor above, a 
broad stairway to a second reading room on 
the lower level, new study carrels and work 
spaces on all three levels, and an elevator 
connecting them.   

   The transformed Library is the fruition of 
three years of planning, and the result of 
leadership gifts from Ed and Mary Lee 
Turner and from the Florence Gould 
Foundation, along with generous 
commitment from a dozen other key 
supporters of the Library. 

   The Library will welcome newcomers and 
the whole Library family at a special Open 
House, with guided tours of the new 
premises by the architect and the director, 
on the afternoon of Sunday 25 
September.  

   Details appear elsewhere in the 
newsletter, as do photographs of the 
renovation as it reaches completion.  (For a 
complete gallery 
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Weôre open! 
After a summer renovation, 
a transformed Library 

Fall Visiting Fellows   

   Six books were selected in July as finalists for the 2016 

American Library in Paris Book Award, a $5,000 prize 

recognizing the most distinguished English-language 

book of the year about France. 

     The shortlisted books are: 

     A Country Road, A Tree, by Jo Baker. (Knopf) 

     At the Existentialist Caf®: Freedom, Being, and 

Apricot Cocktails, by Sarah Bakewell. (Other Press) 

     The Bonjour Effect: The Secret Codes of French 

Conversation Revealed, by Julie Barlow and Jean-

Beno´t Nadeau. (St. Martinôs Press) 

        Paris at War: 1939-1944, by David Drake 

(Harvard University Press) 

        The Burdens of Brotherhood: Jews and Mus-

lims from North Africa to France, by Ethan B. Katz. 

(Harvard University Press) 

        The Other Paris, by Luc Sante. (Farrar, Straus 

and Giroux) 

      The Book Award, now in its fourth year, will be pre-

sented to the winning author at a ceremony in Paris in 

November.  

   Continued on page 2 

The 2016 Library Book Award shortlist 
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    The Library was saddened to learn 
of the death in August of author and 
former Library Visiting Fellow Alex 
Danchev. He was 60. 

   Danchev was the Libraryôs second 
Visiting Fellow. He spent a month 
here in the fall of  2014, and was an 
enthusiastic presence in the reading 
room during his days of work on a 
biography of Ren® Magritte. 

   Danchev was a captivating lecturer. 
He first spoke here in 2013 about his 
book C®zanne: A Life (shortlisted for 
the 2013 Library Book award). He 
spoke as a Visiting Fellow about his 
Magritte work and participated in a 
panel discussion  on terrorism, one of 
his academic specialties.  

    Danchev taught international rela-
tions at University of St Andrews in 
Scotland. A retired military officer and 
a political scientist, his passion for 
writing biographies of grand artistsð
the lifeôs work of some historians and 

chroniclersðwas  for him a hobby of 
sorts. He was also the author of a 
collection of essays, On Art and War 
and Terror; a new translation of Paul  
C®zanneôs letters; and most recently, 
On Good and Evil and the Grey Zone, 
essays about art, war and morality.  

    We extend our condolences to his 
wife, Dee, and mourn the loss of this 
brilliant, multi-disciplinary scholar. 

 

BOOK 

AWARD 
Continued from page one 

   The choice of the winning 

book is being made by this yearôs 

jury for the award, consisting of 

Laura Auricchio, the chair, 

whose biography of Lafayette, 

The Marquis, won last yearôs 

prize; British novelist Robert 

Harris, whose An Officer and a 

Spy, about the Dreyfus affair, 

won the 2014 award; and Rob-

ert O. Paxton, the historian 

and leading American scholar of 

the Nazi Occupation of France.  

    The American Library in Paris 

Book Award is supported by 

generous funding from the Flor-

ence Gould Foundation. 

    The Library received 59 eligi-

ble submissions this year. Book-

length prose works originally 

written in English, including but 

not limited to fiction, history, 

biography, travel, politics, food, 

and art, are eligible for the 

award. The 2016 award was re-

stricted to books originally pub-

lished between 1 July 2015 and 

30 June 2016. Submissions are 

already open for the 2017 Book 

Award for books published since 

1 July 2016. 

    All the submissions are in the 

circulating collection of the 

American Library. Please see the 

website for a full list of the 2016 

entries. 

A detective at the Library 
   No, not Hercule Poirot. Hugo Marston.  
   Mark Pryor's sixth Hugo Marston mystery tale, The Paris Librarian, is just 
out. Itôs set in and around our very own American Library in Paris and features 
a sensitive personal archive dating from the Occupation, a director at work on a 
secret project, and a suspicious death. Our man Marston, security chief at the 
U.S. Embassy in Paris, starts to investigate. The cast of characters may strike 
you as (ahem) eerily familiar. 

   Pryor, a Briton who lives in Austin, Texas, 
visited the Library recently for a tour of all 
our hidden nooks and crannies, potential 
material for his story.   
   Weôre happy these murky corners were 
immortalized in the book, because the sum-
mer renovation (among other things) trans-
formed the dark basement atelier into a 
shiny new restroom; the mezzanine comput-
er server room was eliminated to expand 
shelving; and the master ring of keys to all 
the private places is no longer hanging in 
reach of all suspects é we mean, staff. 
   The Paris Librarian, from Seventh Street 
Books, follows The Bookseller, The Crypt 
Thief, and three other Marston mysteries. 
This fallôs Mysteries in Paris book group 
(see page 5) will be discussing this book at 
its October session. 

Alex Danchev (1955-2016) 

 



3 

 THE NEW LIBRARY 

RENOVATION 
Continued from page one  

 of renovation photos, please visit the Library homepage 
and click on the Flickr icon at the lower right.) 

  The work was carried out under the oversight of the 
renovationôs principal architect, Lia Kiladis, and the 
Libraryôs assistant director, Ed Aguila, who served as 
project manager.  

    During May and June, the Library continued to 
present evening programs for adults, as well as children 
and teen activities, all at offsite locations including the 
American Church, the Mona Bismarck Center, Reid Hall, 
the American Cathedral, and the Champ de Mars.  

   Essential completion of the project was delayed slightly 
in part because of constraints on access to the site posed 
unexpectedly by the ñfan zoneò created on the Champ de 

Mars nearby to stage mass screenings of the Euro soccer 
championship and then the Tour de France. 

   In the coming months the sidewalk running the length 
of the Libraryôs fa­ade will be expanded and beautified, 
with motorcycle parking relocated, thanks to the 
cooperation of the mairie du 7¯me arrondissement and 
the department de la voirie de la ville de Paris. During 
the course of the renovation, the Library also benefited 
from the patience and support of the residents of 10, rue 
du G®n®ral Camou as well as the adjacent building on rue 
de Montessuy where part of the Library footprint lies. 

   Kiladis was assisted by consulting architects Dorothee 
Kopp and Christine Beinemeier. Fourteen French 
companies and suppliers carried out the work during the 
late spring and summer months; their crews included, 
besides French, Albanians, Germans, Iraqis, Kosovars, 
Malians, Moldovans, Poles, Portuguese, Romanians, 
Slovaks, Tunisians, and Turks. 

RE-OPEN HOUSE! 
Sunday 25 September 13h00-19h00 

An afternoon of fun and discoveryé guided tours of the new 
spaces with the director and the architect é hands-on tutorials 
about our digital resources é a Story Hour and family scavenger 
hunt é U.S. election registration é and more! Please come and 
bring friends to introduce them to the all-new American Library.  

NEW SPACES AT THE LIBRARY: Above left (and on page one), new views into the refurbished main reading room; 
above center, one of the new study corners on the refitted mezzanine; above right, reading in the new membersô lounge 
with a view of rue du G®n®ral Camou. 


