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   The American Libraryôs new Visiting Fellowship pro-
gram will bring three distinguished and very different 
writer -scholars to Paris, and into the life of the Library  
community, in the year ahead. 
       In November, biographer Alex Danchev will be in 
residence working on his forthcoming book about the 
surrealist artist René Magritte, whose Paris years he will 
discuss in an evening program on November 19. Danchev 
spoke at the Library last year about his biography of Paul 
Cézanne, which was shortlisted for the 2013 American 
Library Book Award.  

     Danchev is by academic training a political scientist ð 
he teaches international relations at the University of St. 
Andrews in Scotland ð and while here has agreed to lead 

topical conversations on international security and con-
flict and the geopolitical landscape.  

      In January, essayist and journalist Ta-Nehisi 
Coates will be a Library Visiting Fellow. His cover story 
in The Atlantic Monthly, ñThe Case for Reparations,ò  
created a polémique in the United States when it was 
published in May. Coates will be speaking at the Library 
about that, as well as his soon-to-be published book that 
reflects on his stay in Paris in the summer of 2013. His 
fellowship time will be devoted to his current project, a 
novel set in Paris, that explores these themes further still, 
in fictional form.  

    In June,  Susan Hiner, a professor of French and 
Francophone studies at Vassar  College   Continued on page 2     

The Book Award: Six finalists   
      Six books whose themes and settings span the course of French his-
tory from the Ancien Regime to May 1968 have been nominated as fi-
nalists for the 2014 American Library in Paris Book Award.  They are: 

¶ How to Ruin a Queen: Marie Antoinette, the Stolen Diamonds 
and the Scandal That Shook the French Throne, by Jonathan 
Beckman. John Murray.  History.  

¶ The Embrace of Unreason:  France 1914-1940, by Frederick 
Brown. Knopf. History.  

¶ Brave Genius:  A Scientist, a Philosopher, and Their Daring  
Adventures from the French Resistance to the Nobel Prize, by Sean B. 
Carroll. Crown. Biography.  

¶ Citizen Emperor:  Napoleon in Power 1799-1815, by Philip Dwyer. 
Bloomsbury/UK. Biography  

¶ An Officer and a Spy , by Robert Harris. Hutchinson. Fiction.  

¶ Lovers at the Chameleon Club, Paris 1932 , by Francine Prose. 
HarperCollins US. Fiction.  
 

    The award, now in its second year, recognizes the most distinguished 
English-language book of the year about France or the French-
American encounter.  

     The winning book will be chosen from the shortlist by the 2014 jury 
members, Alice Kaplan, Sebastian Faulks, and Pierre As-
souline,  all members of the Libraryôs Writerôs Council. The award and 
$5,000 cash prize will be presented to the winning bookôs author at a 
ceremony in Paris in November.  

     The American Library in Paris Book Award is supported by a gener-
ous grant from the Florence Gould Foundation, and the award ceremo-
ny by an additional gift from The de Groot Foundation.  
    Library director Charles Trueheart, prize coordinator Saara Marcha-
dour, and other members of the screening committee will discuss the 
Library Book Award at a reception on Tuesday 9 September  open-
ing a September Library exhibit celebrating all 94 books submitted for 
the 2014 award.  

  

AUTHORS IN RESIDENCE AT THE LIBRARY 
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Book bags 
now come in 
seven colors! 
   The Library has just received a 
fresh shipment of its popular 
all-cotton, American-made tote 
bags, bringing to seven ð while 
supplies last ð the number of 
colors to choose among. Theyôre 
a good way to take home books 
from the weekend sales or 
books you check out from the 
Library. Theyôre still 12ú.  

   Carry an American Library in 
Paris book bag and thereôs no 
telling what kinds of conversa-
tions you may strike up.  

INSIDE THE LIBRARY 
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The newsletter of 
the American Library in Paris  
is published four times a year, 
in March, June, September, 
and December.    

Library people 
     Two authors have been appointed by the Board of Trustees to the Library 
Writers Council: Antony Beevor , the bestselling historian of World War II 
and guest of honor at last springôs gala dinner, and Robert O. Paxton,  the 
Columbia University scholar celebrated for his early research on the French 
experience under Nazi occupation.   
                                                                     ƀ 

     Liz Fay is leaving the Library this month  after one year at the circulation 
desk (and behind the scenes working on inventory and other essential tasks)  
to follow her husband on his new assignment in Houston. 

     Eric Hengesbaugh , who has been working at the Library since the 
spring, has succeeded Samy Langeraert as circulation assistant as he con-
tinues to study at Sciences Po. Samy is pursuing new opportunities in Berlin. 

     Lucy  Lavabre , a student in library science at Institut Catholique, joins 
the Library as an apprentie in the reference department, assisting our newly-
arrived reference manager, Abigail Altman , during the coming year. 

     Saara Marchadour , a Library volunteer, continues for a second year as 
the coordinator of the American Library in Paris Book Award.    

Continued from page 1 

 

who specializes in the history 
of fashion, will be completing 
work on her next book, Behind 
the Seams: Women, Work, and 
Fashion in Nineteenth -Century 
France. She will work with the 
Libraryôs many students and 
researchers in that field in 
workshop and other settings.  
     The Visiting Fellowship is 
made possible through a gift 
from The de Groot Foundation. 
It offers writers and research-
ers an opportunity to pursue a 
creative project in Paris for a 
month or longer while partici-
pating actively in the life of the 
Library. It seeks to attract 
promising authors embarked 
on projects with French or 
French-American themes.  

    The first Fellow, Anthony 
Flint, was at the Library in the 
fall of 2013. His book on Le 
Corbusier, Modern Man , will 
be published by Amazon Books 
in November. 

Library  
Visiting  
Fellows  

Alex Danchev  

Ta -Nehisi Coates  

Susan Hiner  

You can  
always use 
one more 
booké 
   The Libraryôs popular book 
sales return Saturday 6 Sep-
tember and Sunday 7 Sep-
tember , the first chance of the 
rentrée to get a crack at books, 
movies, and other items that the 
Library or its members have dis-
carded. Some are nearly new, and 
most items are priced at 1ú,2ú,or 
3ú. Proceeds from book sales are 
used for the purchase of new 
books. Upcoming weekend book 
sales on October 4 -5, Novem-
ber 8 -9 , and December 6 -7. 
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EXHIBITS AND SPECIAL EVENTS 

Portraits 
from the  

Occupy  
movement 
by Victoria 

Schultz 
 

7 October 2014- 

4 January 2015 

Library Open House 
Sunday 21 September all afternoon 
Join us for  ñLearn How to Do 20 Things at the Library,ò the theme of 
this yearôs Fall Open House. Organizations and volunteers will be here 
teaching people a new skill as they get to know the American Library. 
Bring your family and friends! Non -members are welcome! 

13h00-16h30:  
Learn how toé 
Knit/sew 
Do calligraphy 
Do a counted cross-stitch 
Juggle 
Register for U.S. elections 

Speak some Spanish 
Do yoga 
Get e-published 
Name that tool 
Make a sushi roll 
Improve your CV 
Draw with shapes 

Make a lanyard keychain 
Do better internet research 
Write a poem 
Putt 
Do origami 
Get your face painted 
Join the American Library! 

17h00: Charles Trueheart 
leads a Directorôs tour of 
the Library, followed by a 
reception featuring the 
cooking of Carrie  
Solomon, author of Une 

Am®ricaine ¨ Paris. 

 ATTENTION PARENTS 

Toddler talk 
Teaching safe boundaries 
without saying NO 

With Keri Hicks 
Thursday 16 October 10h30-11h30 

Do you feel like all you ever say to your toddler is NO?  
There are so many things that toddlers canôt do, that 
they have to learn, that they get into inappropriately, 
but saying NO all the time stops being effective.  

Join us to learn new ways to set safe boundaries and 
talk to your child so he or she will really listen.  
RSVP is required. Contact Celeste Rhoads at 
rhoads@americanlibraryinparis.org  

Wine-tasting 
workshop   

All about the wines of 
Eastern France 
With Joshua Adler  

Wednesday 22 October 19h30 

After sold-out Library workshops last 
season, Joshua Adler returns to focus 
on five wines from the Jura, Savoie and 
Alsace regions.  
Cost: 35ϵ for wine and food.  RSVP is 
required. Contact Grant Rosenberg at  
 rosenberg@americanlibraryinparis.org  

mailto:rosenberg@americanlibraryinparis.org
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THE LIBRARY IN LAS VEGAS 

Viva libraries!  
    Two Library staff members took a trip to Las Vegas in 
late June for the 2014 American Library Association 
(ALA) annual conference. 

     During their five days in Nevada, Pauline Lemasson, 
external affairs manager, and Celeste Rhoads, childrenôs 
and teen services manager, met with library workers 
from the United States and overseas, as well as with the 
many authors and illustrators in attendance. They were 
among more than 13,000 conventioneers at the confer-
ence and trade show, themed ñTransforming Our Librar-
ies, Ourselvesò this year. 

   Celeste spent much of a day at a conference session 
titled ñ21st Century Teens: Literacy in a Digital World,ò 
where author Erin Jade Lange presented her thoughts 
on the connections between social media and bullying, 
and where authors David Levithan, Marie Lu, and Gra-
ham Salisbury spoke on the topic of diversity in litera-
ture.  

    One of the highlights of the conference for Celeste was 
meeting the many authors of childrenôs and teensô books 
in attendance and getting a sneak peek at their upcom-
ing works. She also scored a lot of signed copies of books 
that will be used as prizes for the Libraryôs summer read-
ing clubs for kids and teens (if you havenôt yet signed up, 
thereôs still time to participate!). Celeste is currently 
working towards a mastersô degree specializing in digital 
libraries and so she was particularly excited to have a 
chance to talk with other library professionals about the 
future of library services for children and teens.  

   Pauline attended the standing-room-only opening ses-
sion called ñFuture of the Libraries,ò moderated by out-
going ALA president Barbara Stripling. There was an 
emphasis for librarians to make not only data -based de-
cisions, but to be more humanistic and trust their in-
stincts. It was inspiring to hear that libraries should pick 
a physical space on-site to ñfail fast and cheap.ò The fu-
ture of libraries is not just about going after the next 
shiny gadget or technology, but how libraries need to be 
aware of the latest trends and to better anticipate the 
needs of users.  

   Both Celeste and Pauline went to the evening general 
session and enjoyed the Vegas-style presentation from 
the cityôs former mayor, Oscar Goodman, who appeared 
with two costumed showgirls and an oversized martini. 
Goodman encouraged attendees to enjoy the conference, 
but to also ñgo see a show,ò quoting the famous line 
ñwhat happens in Vegas, stays in Vegas!ò 

   The exhibit hall was a huge highlight of the conference, 

complete with a roaming Elvis impersonator, and in-
credibly long, rock-concert-style waiting lines to get 
books and galleys signed by popular authors like Judy 
Blume, Kate DiCamillo, Mo Willems, and Lois Lowry 
(whose line nearly exited the convention center). There 
were special sessions with Jane Fonda, Stan Lee of Mar-
vel Comics, and Lois Lowry and actor Jeff Bridges, who 
stars in the film adaptation of Lowryôs The Giver.  

   Pauline and Celeste enjoyed the opportunity to meet 
with other library professionals and explore techniques 
to better serve library patrons of all ages. Upon arrival at 
the conference, each of them was given a badge that pro-
claimed in bold letters that they work in Paris, France. 
Those badges made Pauline and Celeste popular confer-
ence attendees to seek out for a chat, but our staffers 
themselves enjoyed the chance to hear from fellow-
librarians  about the interesting things theyôre doing at 
their home libraries.  American libraries offer a wide 
variety of services and programming not often seen in 
France.   

   Pauline and Celeste returned to Paris inspired. Based 
on what they learned in Vegas, they are developing a new 
training system for the many volunteers who give their 
time and talents to the Library, and they have already 
begun to brainstorm ways to implement some of their 
new ideas at the Library.  

External relations manager Pauline Lemasson (left) 
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Rhoads, badged  and ready for the American Library 
Association convention in Las Vegas.  


