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 This report of the American Library in Paris covers activities and operations during 2018, 

a year that saw healthy increases in membership, daily visitors, book borrowing, and 

digital resource use.  

 Some highlights of the year include Sir Salman Rushdie addressing a record-breaking 

crowd at our Annual Gala, the launch of our Writer-in-Residence program with Pulitzer Prize-

winning author Viet Thanh Nguyen, our Sponsored Membership program, and workshops 

offered by experts on writing, including our two Visiting Fellows, novelists Vanessa Manko 

and Hala Alyan. 

 Our events saw some of the largest crowds in the Libraryôs history, with our Halloween 

Extravaganzaða perennial favorite across all age groupsðdrawing over five hundred 

participants, and our programs for children and adults attracting over four thousand 

attendees. We hosted over seventy speakers, including authors, journalists, actors, 

filmmakers, and comedians, in our Evenings with an Author series. Audiences were treated to 

Richard Russoôs skillful rendition of a Bruce Springsteen song during his talk about literature 

and rock nô roll. Jim Gaffigan brought down the house in a candid and intimate interview. 

Young Adult author and star Kwame Alexander captivated kids and adults alike during his 

appearance. Beyond literature and film, programs also covered food, wine, and travel. And 

people were also hungry for information about current affairs: discussions on fake news, 

artificial intelligence, technology, Macron, and foreign policy were particularly popular. 

 In a time of great change in the way that readers access information, our 

traditional activities like book lending continue to boom. In 2018, Library members checked 

and renewed a total of 139,883 books, a thirteen percent increase from the previous year. 

Incidentally, the most borrowed book was The Bonjour Effect by Julie Barlow and Jean-

Beno´t Nadeau. The number of daily visits increased as well, with readers and researchers 

drawn to the multivalent spaces of the Library. Our digital community also continues to grow; 

for example, our social media audience has grown over forty percent.  

  On the cusp of the centennial, the Library continues to hold a special place in the minds 

and hearts of a diverse Paris community. As we reflect on the future of the Library, we look 

forward to hearing more about what the Library means to our members and how we can best 

serve our community. 
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Revenues in ú 2017 2018   Expenditures in ú 2017 2018 

  1ú=$1.1293 1ú=$1.1815     1ú=$1.1293 1ú=$1.1815 

Membership fees 270,632 331,399   Payroll 925,442 673,190 

Operating income 121,957 113,150   Building, Tax 145,811 143,380 

Rent (AUP) 297,765 295,476   Depreciation 214,864 216,797 

Gift ALP Foundation 220,984 62,518   Professional fees (1) 57,109 75,617 

Other donations 435,877 430,935   Books and periodicals 85,143 76,342 

Other income 367,196 10,975   Marketing (2) 134,885 161,015 

     Telecom (3) 45,972 81,259 

        Other (4)   71,690 

              

Total revenues 1,714,411 1,244,453   Total expenditures 1,609,226 1,499,290 

...in USD 1,936,085 1,470,321   ...in USD 1,817,298 1,771,411 

(1) Banking, accounting and insurance fees, (2) Marketing, development and Gala, (3) Telephone, equipment rental & 
maintenance, (4) Previous FY reclassifications 

Sources: Audited annual financial statements of the American Library in Paris, Inc. and the American Library in Paris USA 
Foundation, which are available upon request and on the Library website: americanlibraryinparis.org  


